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David; they- were fore ap leafed, And faid unto hint, ` 
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‘hie 
| Tothe Youne Porte 
| of my own Congre- - 
gation. | 


BOY FAVING been diveted, in the 

Courfe of my Miniftry, to preach 
‘the Gofpel of Chrift to you from 
Í tbe Texts prefix d to the following Sermons; 
N 7 have taken this Method, to.lay the Trtiths 
g then delivered, before you, and others who 
Lay read thefe Difcourfes; that you may 
i deliberately confider the Things which be- 
i long to your Peace, before they be hid from 
jour Eyes. And, ia tranferibing my Notes, ` 
I have not clofely adhered to.the Periods of ` 
the Serinons. as they were delivered in your 
Hearing; but have put the Subjtance.of the. 
| Difcourfes.in fuch a Form and Method, as 
I thought mof: proper for Edification, in- | 
reading the Sermons thus publifhed-: Andy - 
liz tranferibing, I have enlarged ‘upon feven. 

ral Heads, and added others. ico 


iv 
which is a Subjelt mof ufeful and neceffary 
to be handled in its own proper Place: But 
confidering that it is needful you have fome 
faving Acquaintance with the Lord Fefus 
Chrift, by Faith of the Operation of God, 

_ tn order to your being faithful Witneffes for 
Chrift, and holding faf the Word of his 
Patience ; I have therefore endeavoured, 
through the Lord's Affiftance, to lay the 
following plain and important Truths before 
got, from the Word of God: And may the 
Holy Spirit breathe upon theni by bis own 
Divine Influence, that through his Grace 

you may be brought to believe on the Son 

of God! And, if you believe in him with 
the Heart, you bave Groúnd to expel that 
gow. foall be enabled by Grace, according to 
your Duty, to confefs him with your Mouth. 

_ > LE hope you will fivive together, in your 
Prayers to God, that the Truths of God 
bere delivered may be bleffed to the Glory of 
God, dnd. the {pivitual Benefit of fuch as 

foall read them, and ponder there in their 

Hearts; and that the Promifes made to our 
higheft Lord Immanuel, and tô us in bim, 
may be now remarkably accomplifbed in the 
latter Days, that the Ifles fhall. wait for his 
Law; that in his Name the Gentiles fhall 
tru; and that his Name fhall endure for 
ever; and upon his Head the Crown fhall 

flounith! -0 e Chrifi 
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Chrift’s Call to the Rifing Generation, . 


SERMON L | 
‘Mark x. 14. Bat whew Fefus Jaw it, 
be was much difpleafed, and faid 
unto them, Suffer the little Children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not: 
For of fuch is the Kingdom of God. 


yc \E have here the Welcome 
e Y - which Chrift gave tọ -fome 

i K ) little Children that ` were 
. Qİ brought unto him. In the 
CA VO ihe) preceeding Verfe, it is faid, 
WN VX fRe| They brought young’ Chil- 
ee: SJ dren to him, that he foould 
zouch them; and his Difciples rebuked thofe 
that brought them. We may fuppofe, they - 
were. their Parents that brought them: Others 


brought their Children to Chrift, to be healed — 


when they were fick; but thefe Children were — 
under no prefent Malady, only they defired a 
Bleffing for them. ‘They brought.them to him, 
that he might touch them; it is elfewhere faid, 
that he might ‘lay’ his Hands upon them, that 
is, that he might beftow a Bleffing ee them. 
Thus Jacob put his’ Hands upon the Sons of 
Fofeph, when he blefled them. The Difciples 
difcouraged’ thofe that brought them; they 

eros -` thought 
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thought it would bring great Trouble -to their 
Malfter, and therefore rebuked them. =. 
But our Lord Jefus was much difpleafed with 
the Conduct of the Difciples, and encourageth 
‘the little Children to come unto him, and their 
Parents in bringing them. Thofe who come 
to Chrift themlelves, fhould bring all they have 
with them, and confidently expect-a kindly 
‘Welcome from our Lord Jefus Chrift, And they 
who are blefled in’ Chrift themfelves, fhould 
defire to have their Children bleffed in him; 
and fhould teftify the true Love they have for 
their Children, by a Concern about their Souls; 
and-the Honour. they have for the Lord Jefus, 
by devoting them to his Worfhip and Service. 
‘And we may preferit’ our Children to Chrift 
‘now in Heaven, that he may touch their Hearts 
by bis Spirit and Grace. And herein we may 
a Faith upon the Fulnefs and Freedom of the 
Grace of Chrift, who has promifed to pour 
his Spirit upon our Seed, and his Bleffing upon 

our Offspring. p 
The Words contain a gracious Call and In» 
vitation directed by Chrift .to the rifing Gene- 
ration; and a Direction to all with Reference 
thereto; Suffer the little Children to come unto 
me, and forbid them uot. And here we may 
notice, ‘3. The glorious Perfon fpeaking, and 
‘iniviting perifhing Souls to himfelf; Jefus faid 
unto them; Suffer the little Children to come 
ato me. Jefus {aid it, and you may truft his 
Word, little Children; Jefus, the Saviour of 
the.World; Jefus, who faves his People from 
‘their Sins, has faid it, that little Children, fuch 
_ as” you ares are in his Commiffion, who came 
: f to 
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B to feck and to fave that-which was loft. 2, We 
B may obfervé the Perfons to. whom this Gofpel- 
l call is direted; it is to you, who are little 
É Children: Suffer the little Children to come une. 
Rio me, and forbid them not. Let nothing be 
fone to hinder them, for they fhall be as wel- 
Hcome as any. Little Children, as foon as they 
are capable, ought to come to Chrift; to come 
with their Prayers and Supplications to him, 
Band to come to receive the Blefling from bim. 
f. We may notice, that the Call is laid down 
Aby Chrift in the moft encouraging Manner to 
the little Children: When the Dilciples oppofe 
Bihem, he takes their Part, and gives them a- 
iLundant Encouragement; Super the little Chij- 
hiren to come unto me, dnd forbid them not: 
Mor of fuch is the Kingdom of Heaven. Little 
Children have participated of Adam’s firt 
Sin, and of the malignant Influences. thereof s. 
and therefore our Lord doth make them wel- 
rome to partake of the Riches of the Grace of - 
Chrift, the Grace of the fecond Adaiza,-and-.of 
hat Righteoufnels which reigns unto eternal-Life 
through Jefus Chrift our Lord, He takës it ill at 
hofe who forbid them, and would exclude thofe. 
vhom he has received, and caft them out. from 
he Inheritance of the Lord; and he tells his 
Difciples, that of fuch is the Kingdom of 
Heaven. The Children of believing Parents 
klong to the Kingdom of Heaven, and. are 
Members of the vifible Church ; and to them 
pertain the Privileges -of vifible Church-mem- 
erfhip, as among’ thé Fews of old; for the . 
ordhas faid it, L wild be your God, and ue 
a - Go 
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God of your Seed; and Afs ii. 39, it is faid, 

_ Lhe Promife is unto you, and your Children, 

From thefe Words, we may deduce the fol. 
lowing Do@rinl OBSERVATION; 


That as the rifing Generation have the 
greate need of Chrift, and of the Grace 
of Chrifi; fo, whatever Difcouragements 
they may meet with in coming to Chrif, 

` yet they have abundant Encouragement 
from himfelf, who bath faid it, Suiter 
the little Children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not ; for of.fuch is the King- 


. dom of Heaven. 


> In difcourfing this DoGtrine, we fhall endea- 
vour, by- Divine Affiftance, 1. To fhow that 
the rifing Generation have the greateft Need of 
Chrift, and of the Grace of Chrift. 2. To, 
{peak of fome of thofe Difcouragements that 
young People may meet with in coming unto 
Chrift, . 3. To fpeak of the heavenly Exercif 
the rifing Generation are called and invited unto 
namely, to come to the Lord Jefus in the Way 
of Faith and believing on him whom God hath 
fent: 4: To give an Hint at fome of thofe En 
couragements which the Lord Jefus hath give 
to the rifing Generation to come unto him 

. And, 5. To make fome Application of th 
Doétrine. aor 


We -proceed to the fr Thing propofed 
“namely, To fhow that the rifing Generatio 
have the greateft Need of Chrift, and of th 
- Grace of Chrift, - Th 
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The youngelt of you are Sinners, and a Sin- 
A cr needeth a Saviour; and Chrift is the only 
f Saviour, for-there is no Salvation in any other, 
É Aud, 1. The youngelt of you are guilty of £- 
$ durs firt Sin, Rom. v. 12. Wherefore as by. 
fone Alan Sin entred into the World, and Death. 
by Sin ; and fo Death paffed upon all Men, for 
Bhat all bave finned : Or, as it may be render’d, 
gin whom all have finned. And, Rom, v. 19. 
| For, as by one Man’s Difobedience many were 
$ wade Sinners, fo by the Obedience of one foall 
H zany be made righteous. ‘Thus you fee, that 
B you and all the Polterity of Adam are Sinners, 
foy the imputation of Adams firit Sin; even 
gas all che Redeem’d from among Men are righ- 
teous, by the Imputation of the Righteoufnefs 
of Chrift, their Head and Reprefentative in the. 
Covenant ‘of Promife.- In 22am - all Mankind 
died, 1 Cor, xv. 22. becaufe they ll: finned in 
him ; for rhe Wages of: Sin is Death. ` Infants 
are born under the Power of fpiritual Death, 
fand obnoxious to natural and eternal Death ; 
fand Death hath pafled upon them and*all-Man=" 
xind, for that they all have finned, Rom. v, 12. 
that is, they finned in Adam ; for they could 
gnor Sin in their own Perfons, prior to ‘their bea 
[ivg born in Sin, and under the Sentence of Death, 
the proper Defert of Sin. se 
| As Mankind was made upright, and. after 
God’s Image, Ecel: vii, 29. fo the Covenant: 
was made with Mankind, not merely with the. 
firit Man as one Individual of the Species, but. 
it was'made with him as the federal Head and: 
Repreléntaave tof his Pofterity. His firk Sin 
therefore was not merely te Sin of one M 
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but the Infurrection’ of the whole human Na- 
ture againft God. ’Tis true, the fallen Angels 
did every one of them ad for themfelves, and 
involv’d themfelves in Sin and Mifery : But it 
doth not therefore follow, that we could not be 
acceflory to Adaw’s firit Sin, becaufe we were 
not prefent to give a formal perfonal Confent 
to what was done. Shall we poor Creatures 
take it upon us to prefcribe to God himéfelf, 
that he cannot take one Method of tranfacting 
with Angels, and another with Mankind ? It 
was a Thing equal in itfelf, to deal with Man- 
kind in the Way of a Covenant and federal Re- 

refentation ; and we may be aflured it was the 

eft Method, feeing a God of infinite Wifdom 
and Goodnefs tranfa&ted. with us in that Manner, 
If Adam had ftood, and his Pofterity had thus 
in him been confirmed in a State of Happinels, 
the whole human Race had applauded it, and 
praifed God for it., It was therefore a Tranf- 
-adtion good and equal in itfelf; and, if Men 
_ of corrupt Principles object againit it, they only 
difcover the Corruption of their Hearts, by re- 
plying againft God ; and they may confider how 
unfit they are to judge in a Matter wherein they 
are fo much Parties themfelves, and with what 
Veneration they ought therefore to receive what 
God himfelf has revealed concerning this Mat- 
ter in his Word, Had all Mankind been in Pa- 
radife, they could not have declined it, that God 
fhould tranfa& with them in the Way of a fe- 
deral Reprefentation. None could have been 
morte fit to have reprefented Adam’s Pofterity 
than himfelf, Mankind had a furer Profpect of 
Happinefs by the good Management of one, 
the 
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the ftteft of Mankind to a& for the reft, than. 
if every one had been left to act a Part for him- 
felf; unlefs we fuppofe, that fome of Adams 
Pofterity would have been fitter to at a good 
Part for their own perfonal Intereft, than Adan. 
was to act a wife Part -for his own Sake, and 
for the Sake of ‘all Mankind his Defcendents, 
None of them could have had better Abilities 
than Adam, and none of them could have had 
fuch ftrong Motives to exert them as the com- 
mon Parent of Mankind, who, befide his per- 
fonal-Intere{t, was made the Truftee and Ree 
prefentative of his Race and Polterity. 

The youngeft of you, yea all Mankind, are 
guilty of Adams firit Sin, The infpired. Wri- 
ter, Eccl. vii, 29. giving an Account of the Oa 
rigin of all the Sin, Mifery and Vanity that now 
takes place among Mankind, he lodges the-Faule 
and Blame of all, not upon one Man, but upon 
the whole Race of Mankind: Lo, this ony. 
have I found, that God hath made Man upright, 
but they have fought out many Inventions. 
God made Man upright ; not merely one Man, 
but he made Mankind, the humah Nature up- 
right, in the firfr Original of it: And they (that 
is, the human Race, as reprefented by the firft 
Man) made Apoftafy from God, and fought out 

| many Inventions. Inftead of refting in what 
God had found for them, they fought to mend 
themfelves; and the Law of their Creation could 
not hold them, but they would be at their own 
Difpofal, and follow their own Sentiments, To 
the fame Purpofe, God faith to J/rae/, and in 
them to all Mankind, O Ifrael, thou kaft de- 
froyed thyfelf, but in Fed is thy Help. ig 

"Be Ow. 
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how great and inexcufable was this Sin of the 
- human Race ! Man had an eafy Law to obey ; 
and as the moral Law was of undoubted Ex. 
cellency, fo was the pofitive Law likewife: For 
it was for Man’s Safety, that he had one Tree 
forbidden ; that he might know, that he as the 
Vaflal held all of God his Superior; fo that, 
when all the Creatures were {ubject to him,. he 
might remember that he was {till {ubject to God, 
This forbidden ‘Tree was a Memorial to him of 
his mutable State, which was to be laid up by 
him for his greater Caution: For Man, was crea- 
ted with a Free-will to Good, which the Trce 
of Life was an Evidence of; but his Will was 
mutable to Evil, andthe forbidden Tree was 
to him a Memorial thereof: It was in a Manner 
a continual Watch-word to bim againft Evil, 
And the forbidden Tree taught 4dam, that his 
Happinefs did not ly in enjoying Creatures, for 
there was a Want in Paradife: It was there- 
fore in Effect the Hand of all the Creatures, 
pointing Man away from themfelves to God for | 
Happiriels ; dnd it was like unto a Sign of | 
Emptinefs lifted up on the Door of the Crea- 
tion, with this Infcription, This is not your 
Ref. So that, upon the whole, Man’s Ruin | 
was moft evidently owing to himfelf; Man be- | 
ing in Honour continued not, but became as | 
zhe Beafts that perifa. 
The youngelt of you have the greateft | 
Ground to be humbled before God for this, | 
. that you are guilty of Adams firk Sin, And, | 
if you look into your own Hearts, ye will fee § 
the Features of the firit Adamz’s Face, the very | 


Lineaments of his firft Sin, in the onpi ' 
; i of | 


i o A 
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H of your own Souls. His Pofterity are infefted 
E with his finful Curiofity, (Geuiii. 6.) they- ate 
P more concerned to know new Things, than tó 
Í pradtife known Truths. Vain Man would 
Í be wife, tho’ be be borm like the wild Afs’s 
Í Colt, ‘They are ready to hearken to the Lijpas 
A Gion that caufeth to err. The Eyes -of their 
B Head often blind the Eyes of their Mind ; and 
Ú they are too much inclin’d to care for the Body 
Í at the Expence of the Soul. And how much 
B are weinclin’d, with Adam, to hide our Sin, or 
Í ro extenuate it, and to transfer the Guilt of it 
f upon others? And, feeing the Sin of the firft. 
$ Adam is imputed to you, you can no otherwife 
H be faved but by the Imputation of Chrift’s Righ- 
Í teoufnels to the Juftification of Life: And there- 
M fore every one of you have the greateft Need of- 
Chrilt, and of the Grace of Chrilt, even of 
that Grace which reigns through Righteoufuefs: 
Banco eternal Life by Fefus Chrifi our Lord, ` 
M 2y, The youngelt of you have an infinite 
I Need of Chrift; for you have loft the Image of 
God, Rom. iil. 19. You want that original 
WRighteoufnefs which Adan had; that Know- 
ledge of God, of bis Law, and of his Will;. 
that Holinefs of Affections, and that Conformi- 
ty of Will to the divine Law, which human 
Nature was endued with at its firft Creation ; 
gAnd, having loft the Image of God, you have. 
thereby loft your Immortality, and are become’ 
flubject to Death, Man, at his Creation, was 
fa Freeholder of Heaven ; but now, by Sin, you 
ae enflaved to your Corruptions. You have: 
loft that Calm and Serenity of Conicience, which 
iwas the Blefling of Man’s primitive State ; and 
now 
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pow you have an accufing Confcience, and a 
Storm is raifed in your Breat. You have loft 
that Love to God, and Delight in him, which 
Adam had, and that filial Dependence upon him 
as a God and Father. You have loft all Will 
' and Power to that which is {picitually good; 
and you are loft as to the very End of your Cree 
ation, which was to fee God in all his Works, 
to gather in the Revenue of his Praife from all 
the inferior Creatures, and to hand it up to him, 
and be the Mouth of this lower Part of the Crea- 
tion, by worfhipping and praifing God upon the 

Earth, as the Angels do in Heaven, ` 
. The youngeft of you, then, have an infinite 
Need of Chrift, who reftored that which he 
took not away, Pfal. Ixix. 4. He reltored Glory 
ta God, and Honour to his Law; and he only 
can reftore the Image. of God to Man, and 

bring Man into Favour with God. 

3dly, The youngeft of you ftand in the grea- 
tell Need of Chrift ; for your Natures are cor, 
‘rupted, and you are carnal and altogether finful, j 
You are morally unclean, and your Natures are 
polluted, Job xiv. 4. for, who can bring a 
clean Thing out of an unclean? no, not one, 
And the Pfalmift doth acknowledge his original 
Corruption, Pad. li. 5. Behold, Iwas fhaper 
in Iniquity, and tn Sin did my Mosher conceive 
me f}: Amd our Lord hath determined it, Tat 
which is born of the Flefh, is Fels, Joba iii. 6, 
Man, confidered in his corrupted State, is here 
called Fle ; becaufe the unrenewed Man is flefh- 
ly arid carnal even in his moft religious Perfor 
mances 


4 See thefe Texts explained and vindicated, in the Revie 
of Ay, Campbell’s Principles, 
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É mances, and is carried out wholly by the Princi- 
| ple of Flefh within him. In fupernatural Myfte- 
f ries he is blind and carnal, 1 Cor. ii, 14. fo that 
Flefh and Blood cannot reveal them to us, but 
É the Father, Mar. xvi. 17, and this flefhly Mind 
doth move and operate powerfully in Atheifts 
Band Hereticks. And he is carnal in his Perfore. 
E mances, becaufe, when he doth them, it is not 
A from Love to God, to exalt and honour him ; 
but out of Love to himfelf, to avoid fome 
f Judgment or other. God takes notice of the 
Corruption of your Nature, Gen. vi. 5. Pfaé, 
xiv, 2, 3. and maketh it ly heavy upon the 
HCon{ciences of his own People in their new - 
BBirth; and while they are in this Life they are 
Bexercifed with a daily Confli@ with ic: You 
Bought therefore to take notice of it, and be 
fhumbled for it. Your Mind is clouded and fil- 
led with {piritual Darknels, Eph. v. 8. you fee 
mot the Beauty and Glory of Chrift, nor the 
aVilenefs of Sin, And that your Underftandings 
ire corrupted, doth appear from the Vanity of 
Byour Minds, and the Swarms of vain Thoughts 
Which do lodge within you; and from your fpi- 
Ritual Folly, that you prefer the worft Things 
fo the beft ; that you prefer a Creature to God, . 
Earth to Heaven, and the Body to the Soul ; 
fnd chat you mind only the prefent Time, and 
forget Eternity and the World to come. 
And your Will is corrupted in its Powers, in 
p far that it is not only weakned, but difabled 
o Duty. There is in your Will an Averfnefs 
b Good, and a Pronenefs to Evil, Zer.‘xiii. laft. 
Hof. ii, 7. and there is in your Will-an Obftinacy 
hd Cantumacy againit God, fo that you ai 
$ l wilfu 
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wilful in an evil Courfe, and refule to be reclai. 
med, Fer. viii. 6. Prov. viii, 36. Boek. xviii. 31. 
Your Willis corrupted and perverfe in reference 
to your great and ultimate End; forthe natural 
Man feeks not God and his Glory for his higheli 
End, but himfelf, ‘P/ud. xiv. 2, 3. They are all 
gone afide. Thou art gone afide from God as 
thy Relt, and as thy lalt End. All Things are 
from God, and therefore all Things ought to be 
directed to God and to his Glory; but, turning 
afide from God to the Idol of Self, thou balt u- 
farped the Throne of God, and. balt gathered 
in the Rents of his Crown to'thy felf, And 
this is thy Cafe whilft thou art an unrenewed 
Man; thou art wholly inflaved to Sin, and 
eanft do nothing but Sin ; hence the natural 
Man is compared to an evil Tree, that can bring 
forth nothing but evil Fruit. 

Your Memory is.corrupted ; for you remem- 
ber what you ought to forget, and forget what 
you ought to remember. You forget God’ 
Word and his Works ; you forget God’s Mercies 
and Rods; you forget yourfelves, and your 
Sins; -you forget your Convictions, and the 
Working of God’s Spirit upon your Hearts ; 
and forget God himfelf, his Grace and Love 
manifefted in Chrilt Jelus, Jfa. lvii. 11. Zhou 
haf not remembred me, nor laid it to th) 

- Heart: And therefore are you fo propente te 
all Manner of Evil; whereas the Remembrance 
of .God would be an excellent Antidote againii 
all Sin. , l 
. And your Confcience is defiled, Tir. i 15 
There is a Darknefs and Vail upon it; whereas 
if the Candle of the Lord were lighted, thoj 

bt would, 


| 
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wouldft be amazed at chylelf, and at thy Cor- 
dition. Thy.Confcience by Sin is become fenfe= 
lefs and ftupid, hence is called a feared Cona 
feience: And, if Confcience at fome Times ene 
deavours to exert itfelf, it is bur weakly and 
faintly ;.Confcience is too weak for Corruptions, 
like Balaam they will prefs forward to their 
Wickednels, tho’ Confcience ftand like an Ane 
gel with a Sword in his Hand to {top the Way. 

And your AffeCtions are corrupted, in that 
they are placed and fixed upon wrong Objects ; 
they were given to Men to be Wings to their 

| Souls in their Motions after God, but now they 
are become Clogs and Impediments to us in our 
Approaches to God. And fo corrupted are 
your Affections, that they have ufurped a Doe 
minion over your Underftanding, fo that you 
judge as you affect, and not as Matters ares 
hence you have drawn falfe Conclufions about 
the State and Condition of your own Soul, as 
if it were fafe, when you may well know that 
it is very bad. 

You have Ground to be humbled for your 
Pollution by original Sin; for original Sin is the 
moft diffufive Sim: Orther Sins are like particular 
Sores, but this is the Gangrene of the whole 
Body; the Underftanding, the Will and the 
Affections are all defiled and infected with it a 
All other Sins are like the Streams, but this is 
the Fountain ; this is the flaming Furnace in the 
inward Man, and your actual Sins as fo many 
Sparks of Hell do flafh forth from that burning 
Lake within. And by it you are in a moft de- 
plorable Condition, fo that you are not capable 
to feel your fad Goare nor to get out of it, 

: gE 
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or.return to God from whom- you have revolted, 
till fovereign Grace interpofe for your Relief. 
Know therefore the defperaté Wickednefs of thy 
Heart, Fer. xvii. g. Pfal. xix. r3. A Man’s 
Heart is like Perer’s great Shéet, Acts xi. 6. 
„which was full of four-footed Bealts and creeping 
Things, all unclean. Look inward, and you 
will find, chat your finful Words and Adtions, 
tho’ very difhonouring to God- in themfelves, 
are yet nothing to the Sea of Corruption within 
you, where you cannot reach the Bottom. And 
as you are Children of Difobedience, {o you 
are Children of Wrath, Eph, ii. 3. Aud were 
by Nature Children of Wrath as well as orbers, 
You are by Nature, that. is, by original Sin, 
which is now natural to you; by it you are 
Childten of Wrath, that is, you are worthy 
of Wrath, liable to it, and under it: Wrath is 
your Heirfhip, and you are born Wrath, as 
you are the Children’ of the firt Adam. 

We fay, Confidered in yourfelves, you are 
liable to the Wrath of God; for you have 
finned and come fhort of the Glory of God ; 
and the Lord hath faid it, The Sou? that finneth 
Jhal aie., And you lave broken God’s Law: 
Now, thus faith the Lord, Carfed is every one 
that coutinueth not in all Things written inthe 

Book of the Law to do them. Let us confider, 
that Wrath has gone as wide as ever Sin went, 
When Angels. finned, Wrath brake in upon 
them as a Flood, 2 Pet.ii.4, And, when Adam 
finned, the whole Lump of Mankind was 
leavened, and bound over to the fiery Oven 
of God’s Wrath and vindictive Juftice: All 
Met and Women are under this Wrath jhe 
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Gentiles, that know not God, ate under it, 
Rom. ii. 12, And you who are young Ones are 
under this Wrath of God; you were born 
under it, but will make yourfelves twofold more 
fo if you do not flee from this Wrath, by fleeing 
in to Jefus Chrift, who hath delivered us from 
the Wrath to come: And there needeth not be. 
a furer Mark of your being under this Wrath, 
than that you never faw yourfelf to be under it, 
Ja. xxvii, 11. 2 Thef i. 8. Hof. 4.6, And no 
outward Privileges can exempt you from this 
State of Wrath: Tho’ you be defcended of 
godly Parents, and can fay, We have Abraham 
to our Father; and tho’ you have been baptized, 
and admitted to Church-privileges; yet are you 
Children of Wrath as weil as others. There 
is Wrath upon your Body, it is a Piece of 
curfed Clay ; “and there is Wrath upon your 
Soul, fo that you can have no Communion 
with God, while in a natural unconverted State, 
Pfal.v.5. Eph.ii. 12. There is Wrath upon 
all your Enjoyments, upon your Basket and 
upon your Store, Denr. xxviii. 17. and thou 
haft no Security for a Moment from the Wrath 
of God coming on thee to the uttermolt: And 
in a little, and thou knowelt not how foon 
Death will be a dreadful Meflénger unto you’; 
it will come armed with Wrath, and put a 
Charge and Summons in thy Hand, to bid an 
tternal Farewell to all Things in this World, 
and to appear before the Tribunal of God, and 
go to another World, where thou wilt have no 
Portion but a Treafure of Wrath-for evermore, 
It is in Hell, that the full Floods of this Wrath. 
go.over the Prifoners for ever ; for it will be 

Ca theis 
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their fad and dreadful Condition, to be feparated 
from the Prefénce of the Lord, and to depart 
from Jefus Chrift, into everlafting Fire, pre- 
ared for the Devil and his Angels, where their 
orm will not die, and their Fire fhall never 
he quenched. Thus, by original Sin, as well 
as adlual T'ranfgieffions, you are Children of 
Wrath; and, unlefs your Nature be changed by 
the renewing Grace of God, you muft ly to ail 
Eternity under this Load of Divine Wrath, and 
be punifiied with everlafing Deftruttion from 
the Prefence of the Lord, and from the Glory 
of his Power. We might likewife tell you of 
your finful Condition by your aétual Sins; your 
Dilobedience tc your Parents, your Sabbath- 
breaking, your neglecting of fecret Prayer Morn- 
ing or Evening ; your Lying, and taking of the 
Name of God in vain; for the Sake of which 
Things the Wrath of God cometh upon the 
Children of D:fobedience: And we might likes 
wife warn you of your perifhing Condition by 
reafon of your Sin of Unbelief, and the Need 
you have of the Spirit of Chrift zo convince you 
of Sin, becaufe you believe not in the Lox 
Fefus Chrift, John xvi. 8,9. By this Sin o 
Unbelief,. Chrift is defpiled and rejected by you 
‘and you fee no Form nor Comelinefs in hin 
why he foould be defired by you, tho’ heb 
truly thë Defire' of all Nations, and more ex 
cellent. than all the Mountains of Prey. An 
you need not think to defpife the Love of th 
Father, the Blood of the Son of God, and th 
Promifes of the Gofpel at an eafy Rate; for 
Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth and is bap 
tized, fali be faved; and he that believet 
not, Jall be damned. Bu 
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"But we proceed to the fecond ‘Thing propo- 
fed, namely, To mention fome of thole Dif- 
couragements that young People may meet with 
in coming unto Chrift. And, . — S 
it, Some of you, who are the rifing Gene- 
ration, may be difcouraged in coming unto 
Chrift, from the Temptations of Sataz, temp- 
ting you to delay this blefled Work of coming 
unto-Chrift, and believing on the Son of God ; 
fecretly fuggefting this ‘Thought, That it is 
foon enough for you to come to Chrift: Bue 
you are called to come to Chrilt; Zhe Afafer 
is come, and calleth for you by Name; and, if 
you fit this Call, you may never get another, 
There are young Sprigs, as well as old Logs, 
burning in the Flames of Hell; and there are 
Graves in the Church-yard, jult of your. Length, 
Or, perhaps, you are tempted to Security: 
When the Lord vifited you with the Rod and 
Affliction, you then poured out a Prayer, and - 
came under many Refolutions ; but, when the 
Blait of Trouble is over, you are how following 
your old Courfe, But, beware of defpifing the 
Lord’s Warnings: By thefe very Troubles, 
Chrift giveth fo many Knocks at the Door of 
thy young and. finful Heart; -and, after all the 
Refufals you have given him, yet he ftandeth 
and knocketh, faying, Behold, I fiand at the - 
Door and knock; and if any Man open to me, 
I will come in and fup with him, and he with 
me, Rev. iii, 20..Or, you are tempted to De- 
fpair: But confider, that Chrif is able to fave 
to rhe uttermoft all that come unto God through 
him; that the Mercy of God, in Chrift Jefus, 
is great unto the Heavens; and that he has pro- 
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claimed his Name; Zhe Lord God, Merciful 
and Gracious, forgiving lniquity, Tranfgref- 
fion and Sin. Ory poffibly you are tempted to 
think hardly of the Lord’s Way, and of his 
-Yoke as burdenfom and uneafy: But know it 
for a certain Truth, that Wifdom’s Ways are 
Ways of Pleafantnefi, and all ber Paths are 
Meace: And, tho’ the Hearts of the Children 
of Zion may kuow their own Bitrernefi, yet 
a Stranger doth not intermedale with their Foy. 

adly, Some of you may be difcouraged, in 
coming unto Chrift, by carnal Friends and Re- 
dations that endeavour to divert you from fol- 
‘lowing the Lord: But the beft that ever lived 
have had Trials of this Sort; but the Lord Je- 
dus giveth Power to the Faint, and to them 
that bave no Might be increafeth Strength; 
and they that wait upon the Lord fhai renew 
sheir Strength, they foall mount up with 
Wings as Eagles, they fhail walk and not 
weary, they foall run and not faint. 

34/y, You may perhaps be difcouraged, from 
Fears of falling away in the Time of Trial: 
But truft in the Lord at all Times, for ia the 
Lord Fehovah is everlaping Strength: And 
‘thus you fhall be among the Preferved in Chrift 
Jefus; you fhall be kept by the Power of God, 
thro’ Faith, unto Salvation; and be delivered 
from every evil Work, and preferved to his 
heavenly Kingdom. The Lord has faid it, and 
-faithful is he who hath promifed, Zech. x, 12. 
Iwill firengthen them in the Lord, and they 
foall walk up and down in bis Name, faith the 
‘Lord. 

- 4thly; Some-of you may be difcouraged from 
a 
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Wa Senle of your own Sinftilnefs and Unworthi- 
i nei: But know, that worthy js che Lamb who 
Bwas fain, and bath redeemed us to God by his ° 
| 2iood, out of every Kindred, and Tongue, and 
| People, and Nation. The Voice ot Angels 
{is heard round about the Throne, faying with a 
Houd Voice, Worthy isthe Lamb that was flain 
to receive Power, and Riches, and Wifdem, 
aad Strength, aud Honour, aud Glory, and 
Blefing. And you are warranted to truft his 
[Promile who hath faid it, Your Rishteoufnefs 
Nis of me, faith the Lord: And, Mei halt be 
efed in him, and alt Nations foall call him 
Wieffed, Phal. lxxii. 19. Are any of you difcou- 
raged from the Greatnef$ of your Sin? Then 
know, that Chrift is the great God our Saviour, 
and that he hath proclaimed his Name, faying, 
tis I that {peak in Righteoufuefs, mighty to 
fave, Ia. Ixiii. 1,2. Or, are you difcouraged 
tom the Power of your Corruptions? Then 
ake Encouragement from his own Word. of 
romile, Row vis 14. Sin foall not have Do- 
into over you: For ye are not under the 
paw, bur under Grace. And, Mic. vit rọ.. 
e will fubdne our Iniquities; and thou wilt 
Wt all their Sins into the midft of the Sea: 
[boun wilt perform the Truth to Jacob, aud 
be Mercy to Abraham, which thou baf fwors 
pour Fathers in the Days of old. 


We proceed now, in the hird Place, to {peak 

f the heavenly Exercife which the rifing Ge- 

ration are called and invited unto, viz. to 

me to the Lord Jefus Chrift, by believing on,“ © 

whom God hath fent, a 
MRE aft, 
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iff, then, Your coining to the Lord Jefus 
fappofeth, that there is a Call ‘direted to you 
from a Trinity of Perfons in the Godhead, 
inviting you to come, ‘to come to Jefus the Me- 
diator of the new. Covenant, and to the Blood 
of fprinkling that {peaketh better Things than 
that of Abel. 1 Foha iii, 23. And this is his 
Commandment, that we thould believe on the 
Name of bis Son Fefus Chrift. Mat. xi. 28. 
Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are 
heavy laden, and I well give you Ref. Rev. 
xxii, 17. And the Spirit and the Bride fay, 
Come; and let him that heareth, fay, Come, 
And let him that is athirf{ come. And who- 
feever will, let bim take the Waters of Life 
freely. 
edly, It fappofeth, that there is Room in the 
Love of God, in the Grace of our Lord Jefu 
Chrift, and in God’s Covenant of Promile, fo 
your Welcome and Reception who are the ri 
fing Generation, Luke xiv. 22. And yet ther 
és Room, John vi. 37. AU that the Fathe 
giveth me, foall come unto me; and bim tha 
cometh tome, I will in no wife caf our. — 
Young Ones, you may be verily perfwade 
that Chrift calleth you by Name, Prov, viii. 1 
J love them that love me, and thofe that fee 
me early (bail find me. Chrift is a public 
Bleffing ; for God fo loved the World, that | 
gave his only begotten Sou, that whofoever b 
lieveth in him foould not perifo, but have evel 
lafting Life. And,as Mofes lifted up theSerpe 
„in the Wildernei, even fo was the Son of Ma 
lifted up; that whofoever believeth $ hi 
, E 
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Ehould not perifo, yet have eternal Life. As alf- 

Bthe Congregation of J/rae? had a good Right’ 
faud a Warrant from God to look to the Serpent 

Glifted up, and be healed.; fo all that hear the » 
WGofpel, and particularly you who are the rifing 
BGeneration, have the Call and Command of 

BGod to look unto Chrift and be faved, who is 
She Sz/vation of God to rhe Ends of the Earth. 
{You have all Accefs to this Tree of Life which 
Eeroweth in the Midft of the Paradife of God, 
athe Leaves whereof are for the healing of the 
iNariows ; and there is no Cherubim, nox flame 
ging Sword, to hinder: your Approach unto it. 
Blake a View of the encouraging Promifes;.it 
lis the Voice of them all, Come and welcome to 
iefus Chrift. ‘Thro’ the whole Gofpel, Chrift 
Biever once made. an Objection to any that 
came to him with their Sinfulnefs or Unworthie 
nefs; but all his Complaints are of their Back- 
ivardnefs and Unwillingnefs. to come to him 
that they might have Life, and -have it more’ 
ebundantly, You. v.40. The vileft Sinners that. 
ever were, when they came to him,were made wel- 
kome ; Maxaffeh, Mary Magdalene, and Pauk 
vho had perfecuted the Church of God. Con- 
ider, young Ones, that it was the great Defign 
bf the Covenant, that Sinners fuch as you are 
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ip the Broken-bearted, to proclaim Liberty to 
he Captives, and the opening of the Prifon te 
bem that are bound. Confider with what Plea- 
ure the Lord Jefus undertook the Work of 
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your Redemption, and with what Cheerfulnefs 
he went throughthat Work and Labour of Love; 
Pfal-xl. 7,8. he faith, Lo, Icome ; or, 1 haften’ 
to come: And, when he is come, he faith, Jr is 
ay Meat and Drink to do the Will of bine that 
fent me, and to finifo the Work which the Fa- 
-ther gave me todo; viz. by pouring” out his 
Soul unto Death, and making it an Offering 
for Sin, that we might receive Forgiveneß of 
Sins, and an Inheritance among them that are 
fanétified by Faith in his Blood. Confider like- 
wife, that-it is the End of all the-Ordinances 
thas you may-come unto Chrift and ‘be faved; | 
For what faith the Word? but that thro? Jefus 
is preached unto you the Forgivenels. of Sins, 
What fay Minilters? We are Ambajfadors for 
Chrif, as tho’ God did-befeech you by us, we 
pray you in Chrift’s Stead. be ye reconciled unto 
God. For he bath made him. to be Sin for us, 
who knew no Sin, that we might be made the 
Righreoufire/s. of God in bim. And what faith 
the Sacrament ? This is the-newTeftament in 
my Blood, foed for the Remiffion of Sins unto 
many; drink ye all of it, Our Lord Jelus 
doth feed inthe Gardens, and he gathers Lilies, 
The Day of the Sinner’s clofing with him, is the 
Day of the Gladnefs of his Heart. And that 
bleffed Time. wherein the Soul is determined 
to come to Chrift, is that very Hour where- 
in he rejoiceth in Spirit, and, feeing the Tra- 
vail of his Soul, he is fatisfied. His Forbearance 
with Sinners, and the Welcome they get when 
they come, difcover abundantly his Grace and 
Good-will towards Men. He accepts of a weak 


Mint and Effay at coming to him, even_of 4 
Look 
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Í Look,.or the breathing out of the Defires of 
Hthe Soul after himfelf as the Defire of all Na- 
E tions, He is moft preffing and’éarneft -in beare 
fing. home the ‘Calls: and Offers -óf - his Grace. 
# How long-fuffering is he, and with what Pati- 
sence doth he wait.2 even zi bis Head be filled 
f with Dew, and his Locks with the Drops of 
B the Night. Our Lord Jefus is much weighted 
B with it, when Sinners will not come to him; 
Jit is accounted by him an affronting him, and a 
treading the Blood of the Covenant under Foot : 
alt drew Teats from his Eyes, and he wept bit- 
Bterly over -Ferufalem, becaufe, like many of 
Byou, they knew not the Things that belong to 
stheir Peace. The Father hath fent the Son to 
be the Saviour of the World, you may there- 
jfore truft him with your Salvation ; and, feeing 
you are Sinners of Adam’s Houfe, you are 
therefore warranted to intruft your Souls with 
him upon his own Call in the Word,whofe Name 
is called JESUS, becaufe be faveth his People 
rom their Sins. ‘And thus you fee, that you 
who are the rifing Generation are called to the 
Marriage-fupper of the Lamb, and may expect 
a gracious Reception from the Lord JefusChrift, 
ie is come to feek and to fave that which was 
oft. 
34ly, Your coming unto Chrift implieth in it, 
that the powerful Efficacy-of Divine Grace is- 
exerted in renewing you in the Spirit of your. 
Minds, and making you willing in the.Day of 
the Mediator’s Power, P/al. cx. 3. Thy People 
all be willing in the Day of thy Power, 
‘And, Jobn vi. 44. No Man can come unto me, 
except the Father which fent me draw bim, 
Dz athly, 
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athly, Your: coming unto Chrift implieth in 
it a ConviGtion of your finful and loft Condition, 
as youvare Children of the firt Adam; that 
you are Children of Wrath, and that your Ini- 
‘quities do feparate betwixt God and’you ; that 
“you. äre Fatherlefs and Orphans, and cannot 
help yourfelves by your Prayers, Duties or Righ- 
teoulnefs; and that you can have Relief no 
otherwife but in him in whom the Fatherlefs do 
find Mercy, Hof: xiv. 3. The Light ~of the 
Spirit of God in Conviétion is like unto the 
Light of the Sun, making all Things appear as 
they really are; but many fee their Sin and 
perifhing Condition only by Difcourfe: But, 
when the Spirit of God is bringing a Soul to 
Chrift, he fixeth the vain Mind of a Sinner uel 
pon the due Confideration of Sin in its Nature, 
"Tendency and End, John xvi. 8, 9. and he dil 
covers to the Soul the real Greatnefs of Sin, byf 
manifefting the real Greatnefs of God againit 
whom it is committed, Hof iv. 4. Ifa. vi. 34 
by giving realizing Views of the Jultice of God, 
who will by no Means clear the Guilty ; of theg 
infinite Majefty of God, Fob xxxvii. 22. and off 
the Holinefs and Purity of God, who hateth allg 
the Workers of Iniquity : Hence the convincedg 
Sinner is pierced with perplexing Grief, and isf 
made to defpair of any Deliverance by the Lawg 
or the firit Covenant, and is made to enquired 
into the Way of Relief by Chrift in the Gofpel $ 
and to pant after that Salvation that is in himg 
from prefent Diftrefs and future Mifery, Ady 
ji, 37. 
thly, Your coming unto Chrift implieth ing 
it your coming to him ai the great God your Saf 
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viour, and as the Lord your Righteoufnefs: And 
your believing on him, and receiving him as of- 
- fered to you in the Gofpel, as your Saviour and 
Redeemer ; it is to believe the Report of the 
Gofpel, that Chrift is the Meffiah, the Mercy 
promifed to the Fathers ; that he is the Savicur 
Í of the World; and that he is the Chrif, che 
À Son of the living God: And that Chrift is given 
8 of God to you in the Gofpel ; for this is God’s 
Record, rhat ke bath given to us eternal Life, 
Sand this Life is in his Son; He that hath the 
B Sox bath Life. God giveth his Son to you, to 
B be received by you, with a particular Applica 
M tion to your ows Souls Cafe and Exigencies : 
a Chrift is exhibited in the Word, as the great 
A Propitiation, to be received by you in particular, 
upon the Warrant of the free Call and encou- 
Í raging Promife of the Gofpel. As Conviétion 
is particular, Thou art the Man, faith the Spin 
frit; fo the Application of Faith is particular, 
tho’ it be fometimes accompanied with a {mall 
| Degree of fenfible Comfort, Jfa. xlv. 24. 
` 6tbly, Your coming unto Chrift implieth in 
f it your being efpoufed and betrothed to him,- as 
ithe one Husband raifed from the Dead, in a 
i Marriage-coverant ; Ye are become dead to the 
Law, by the Body of Chrift, that ye foould be 
lwarried to another, even to kim who is raifed 
from the Dead, Rom. vii. 4. And I will bee 
lirothe thee unto me for ever, yea, Iwill berrorbe 
thee unto me in Righteoufnefi, and in Lovinge 
Rindnefi, and in Mercies: I will even betrothe 
thee unio me in Faithfulnefs, and thou fait 
know rhe Lord, Hof. ii, 19, 20, The Soul going 
forth, and beholding King Somon with the 

Crown 
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Crown upon his Head in the Day of his Efpou- 
fals, cometh to the. Marriage of the King’s Son, 
to be betrothed to.him for ever ; and the Soul’s 
Motion to Chrift is the Fruit of God’s Promife 
of betrothing Souls to himlelf in Loving-kindnefs 
and in tender Mercies. You are thus, through 
Grace, to come to, andtraftin, the Lord Je- 
fus for your All of Righteoufnefs and Strength ; 
to devote yourfelves to him ; to love the Name 
of the Lord, and to ferve him ; to come with 
him: ftom Lebanon, to look to him from the 
Top of Amana and Hermon, from the Lions 
Dens, the Mountains of the Leopards; and to 
take him for your All of Confolation, who is 


the Confolation of Ifrael. 


We proceed now, in the fourth Place, to 
fpeak of fome of thole Encouragements which 
the Lord Jefus hath given unto.the rifing Gene- 
ration to come unto him. And, 

1f, The.full and ample Call of Chrift in the 
Gofpel is moft encouraging to engage poor Sin- ` 
ners to come unto Chrifi, and particularly to ene | 
courage the tifing Generation to come unto him; 
Suffer the little Children to come unto me, and! 
forbid them not. The Call is directed to all the 
Sons of. Men, and giveth them a good Warrant 
to come, Prov. viii, 4. To you { call, O Men, 
and iy Voice is to the Sons of Adam, 

adly, The Promife of Grace, and of Strength 
to enable you to come, is a noble Encourage- 
ment to come to Jefus Chrift, P/al. xxii. 30, 31. 
A Seed fhal ferve him. —- They Mhali come, 
and shalt declare bis Righteoufnefs unto 4 


“People that foall be bora, and that be bas 
one 
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d done this. And the Promife of Welcome to all 
© that come, is moft encouraging, ` Jobn vi. 37, 
| Him that cometh to me, I wili iz no wife. cap 
out: Or, asthe Word may be rendered, Him - 
that is a-coming unto me (that is, but eflaying 
| to come) I will in no wife caft bim out. 
f = 3d/y, That God is moft glorified by thofe thag 
a come to Chrilt, is encouraging to come; and 
a that God has condefcended to gather in to hime . 
A felf the Revenue of his Glory from the Salvation 
$ of Sinners by Chrift Jefus, Eph. ii 6,7. isa 
Í molt comfortable Encouragement, and fure 
A Warrant for Sinners to come to Chrift; feeing, 
Í in this, Method of Sa:vation by him, there is 
a Gory ro'God in the Higheft, as well- as Peace 
lon Earth and Good-will towards Men, Luke 
l ii. 14. And that very Moment you come to 
Chrift, you put the Crown upon his Head, and . 
afcribe etl unto him ; and his Glory. to all 
Eternity fhall be great in your Salvation, P/a% 
xxi, 2§. That Moment you fall in with God’s 
great and highelt Defign of creating all Things, 
fand upholding them to this very Day, which is, 
‘that the Burden of the Praife of Lmmanuel might 
be lifted up, and that to the Ages to come he 
might fhew the exceeding Riches of his.Grace 
in bis Kindnefs toward you thro’ Chrift Jefus y 
and you putin your Note in a Confort with the - 
Angels, and the Redeemed from amongft Men, 
in celebrating the Grace of Chrift, and that Sal- 
vation he hath wrought, and the Glory of God 
manifefted therein: And that Moment you come 
to Chrift, there is a Shout and a Song among the 
Angels of God ; for there is Foy in Heaven 
wer one Sinet that repenteth. i i 
a athly, 
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4thly, God the Father hath fent the Son to be 
the Saviour of the World, Jobn iv, 15. And 
this is a {ure Warrant and good Encouragement 
for you to come unto Chrift, and to believe on 
him as the Saviour of the World. This World 
had been the very Suburbs of Hell, upon the 
Entrance of Sin, if the Son of God had not been 
fent to be the Saviour of the World; and God 
had never received any Thing more of a Reve- 
nue of Glory from this lower World, if the 
Son had not been fent to be the Saviour of the 
World, But, behold, the Word was made Floh, 
and dwelt among us ; and there is a Shout among 
the Seraphims, that rhe whole Earth is fuil of 
bis Glory, : Ifa. vi.3. becaufe God had more 
Glory from the Obedience of his eternal Son, 
than from the Obedience of all the Hofts of An- 
gels fince ever the World began. The Lord 
Fels is the great High Prieft taken from among 
Men; . and ordained for Men, in Things per- 
taining to God ;_ and in the Nature of Man he 
finifhed this Work of our Redemption; and 
therefore every Man that hears this everlafting 
Gofpel is warranted to come unto him, and to 
traft in him with a full Confidence of Faith 
to obtain Salvation by him, who is the Saviour 
of the World. 
sthly, It is encouraging to you to come to Je- 
fus Chrift, that, when poor Sinners come unto 
him, de feeth rhe Travail of bis Soul, and is 
fatisfied, Ua. lili, rx. He had fore Travail of 
= Soul by the Sword of Juftice. awakning againlt 
him, that it might be quiet as to you; he had 
fore Travail of Soul by the Hidings of his Father’ 
Face, and‘drinking of the Brook in- the w 
B ki : g -thal 
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that Torrent of vindictive Wrath which inter-. 
pofed betwixt you and the City of God, But, 
fo to fpeak, he reckons himlelf well rewarded, 
and is fatisfed, for all the fore Travail of bis 
Soul in the Garden of Gerhfemane in his Ago- 
ny, and upon the Crofs in Calvary, in his 
being through his whole Life a Man of Sorrows 
and acquainted with Grief; when he feeth the 
rifing Generation coming to him for Life, for 
Righteoufnefs, and strength; and feeth you 
coming to God, through him, as to thy Reft, - 
Portion, and everlafting Bleflednels. 


We now proceed to make fome Application 
of this Doétrine ; and that, by addreffing our- 
felves, fr/t, To the prefent Generation: Second- . 
Iy, To the rifing Generation. 

1. then, We would exhort you, who are 
the prefent Generation, to imitate the Example 
laid before you in our Text, by bringing your 
Children and the riling Generation to Jefus 
Chrift the Mediator of the new Covenant. 

And, in order to this, you would be concere 
ned to have fome Knowledge of Chrift, and 
Acquaintance with him yourfelves: Like thefe 
Parents here fpoken of, you muft have fome 
Love to Chrift; and an Efteem of the Grace of 
Chrift, and an Expectation of a gracious Re- 
ception from him. ‘Thefe People here fpoken 
of, they believed that Chrift was both able and 
willing to help them; they came to. Chrift 
themfelves, and brought their Children, their 
beft Things, with them as “an Offering unto 
him. They had been with him, we may fup- ` 
pole, in fome mote Leet of Maniana. 

e an 
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and found that it was good to be there; and 
therefore thought it was beft to have their Chil- 
dren there likewife, Imitate their Example like- 
wife in this, that they had firft a Concern about 
their own Souls, and then were deeply -concer- 
ned about the Souls of their Children; and in 
that they were perfwaded it would be well wich 
the Souls of their Children if they were Chrilt’s, 
and no Way elfe: And therefore they devoted 
both themfelves and their Children to the Lord 
p in whom alone the Families of the Earth 

all be blefled. l 

Let this be your Exercife, to bring your Chil- 
dren to Chrift, that they may obtain the Ble/- 
jing from the Lord, and Righteoufuefs from 
the God of our Salvation; for .by Nature they 
are ‘Children of Wrath, and under the Curfe. 
Bring them to him for Inftruction, that your 
Children may be all taught of the Lord; and 
gteat fhall be the Bleflednefs and Peace of your 
Children. Bring them to him for Salvation 
and Redemption; for he is a living Redeemer. 
Bring them to him for Quickning and {piritual | 
Life; for they are dead in Trefpafles and Sins, | 
and Chrift is the RefurreCtion and the Life. 
Bring them unto him, that their Perfons may 
be juftified, and their Natures fanctified ; for 
he is wade of God unto us Santtification, and 
in him all the Seed of Ifrael foall be juftified, 
and foall glory. - 

Confider the Marks and CharaGters of fuch 
who: may expect to fucceed in bringing their 
Children to Chrift. And, 1. Such as make an 
acceptable Offering of them to ‘the Lord, they 
_ bring them to Chrilt.as the-Alter of Acceptor 

i E 
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Ifa. Wi. 7. Their Burut-offerings and. their 
Sacrifices hall be accepted , on mine Altar. 
2. They areimportunate with ithe Lord for his 
Grace and Help ; they are humble and felf-de- 
nied, and after feeming Repulfes wait patiently 
on for an Anfwer of Peace, Marth. xv. 22, 24, 
25, 28, And, behold, a Woman of Cannan 
cried unto him, faying, Have Mercy on me, O 
Lord, thou Son of David; my Daughter is 
grievonfly vexed with a Devil: But k2 anfwea 
red her not aWord, -Then came he and wore 
foipped bim, faying, Lora help me: But he ane 
fwered and faid, It is not meet to take the Chit- 
drens Bread and to caf it to Dogs. And 
' foe faith, Truth, Lord, yet the Dogs eat of 
the Cranibs which fall from the Mafter’s Table. 
Then Fefus anfwered, and faid unto her, O 
Woman, great is thy Faith: Be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt, 3. They maintain honoue 
rable Thoughts of Chrift, and ‘they believe and 
trut to. his Word of Grace and Promile; Zohn 
iv. 50. Fefus faith unto him, Go thy way, thy 
Son liveth. And rhe Man believed the Word 
that Fefus had fpoken unto hin, and be went 
his way: And himfelf believed, and his whole 
Houfe. 

But it may be for a Lamentation, chat many . . 
of us, inftead of bringing our Children to Chrift, 
have provoked the Lord to leave both ourfelves 
and the rifing Generation ; (1.) By Stoutnefs 
of Heart, in not being humbled for our original 
Sin, that both we and our Children finned in the 
firk Adam, that we have loft the Image of 
God, and that our Natures are univerfally cor- 
rupted, (2.) By our Ignorance of Chrift ; for, 

E2 had 
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had we attained to more Acquaintance and 
Communion with him, we might have fpoken 
of him as of a Friend and an Acquaintance to 
our Children. (3.) By our Unbelief, rejecting 
many an Offer of Chrift, and diftrufting the 
Promife given to us and to our Children, Aéfs 
ii. 39. (4) By our Carnality and Worldly. 
mindednels, that little of Chrift was to be feen 
about us either in our Words or Actions: And 
by our Formality in our Clofets and Family-du- 
ties, that, if we had been {piritual and lively, 
might have tranfmitted a Savour of Chrift to 
our Children and to others about us. 

But let the prefent Generation be excited to 
this neceflary Duty of bringing the rifing Gene- 
ration to Chrilt, from a Confideration of the 
Encouragements the Lord hath given to you in 
his Word, Confider, that as the Promife is to 
you and to your Children, fo thefe who have 
brought their Children to the Lord, have met 
with a gracious Reception: Thus, when Han- 
na dedicated Samuel to the Lord, her Ofte- 
ring was accepted. Confider, the Lord has pro- 
miled to pour his Spirit upon your Seed, 
. and his Bleffing upon your Offspring, Jfa. xliv, 
- 4, 5. and that he has promifed that Chrift fhall 
have a Seed to ferve him, and that his Name 
Shall be remembred to all Generations, P/a/, 
xxii. 30. and P/a/. xlv, 17. And confider, that 
God hath promifed to circumcife your Hearts, 
and the Hearts of your Seed, to love the Lord 
your God with all your Heart, Deut. xxx. 6. 
And in bringing your Children to the Lord, in 
the Strength of Grace, fix your Faith up 

- thele 
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B thefe his Words of Promife; and, in fo doing, 
É you may be'aflured of Succefs in this Duty and 
a Exercife. he fe, es 
| And, if the prefent Generation would : bring 
È the rifing Generation to Chrift, then they would 
j be directed, r. To come to Chrift themlelves, 
fas to a living Stowe, difallowed indeed of Men, 
$ but chofen of God, and precious, 1 Pet. ii. 4. 
Band to humble themfelves under the mighty 
i Hand of God, who refifietb the Protid, and 
A civerh Grace to the Humble: To be humbled 
i for their own Sins, Pfa/. xxxviii, 18. and to’be 
Has Doves ‘in the Valleys, every one mourning 
fpr. their own Iniquities: And to be humbled 
i for the Sins of the prefent Generation, the Pro- 
fanity, Atheifm, Lewdnefs, Wantonnefs, Drune 
kennels, and Scoffing at Religion which pre- 
jvais; for the’ publick Indignities done ‘to the 
Lord Jefus by all Ranks, by the Courts of 
Judgment, by the State’s invading the ‘Rights 
lof the Redeemer’s Crown, and by Church- 
Hiudicatories their filent and finful Connivance-at 
all the Difhonours done to the Lord of Glory ; 
and by Intrufions made upon the Heritage of 
the Lord, thus taking away the Bread of. Life 
from the Souls of the rifing Generation. And 
kt your Hearts be deeply affected with the Signs ’ 
of the Lord’s Anger, and with the Apoftaly of . 
his Generation, It is Matter of deep Humilia- 
ion, that the falle Prophet and the. unclean 
Apirit are paffing uncontrouled through the 
land; the grofleft of Errors are fpread in all . 
orners, to the Perdition and Delftruction of 
he Souls of Men; the fupreme Deity of the - 
ford’ Jefus Chrift is oppofed and overthrown ; 
the 


`- them faithfully to Pofterity; which Church 
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the Work of the Spirit of God, in the Conver. 
dion and Sanétification of finfulsMen, is denied 
and fubverted; and Self-love. declared to be 
the Principle, Rule and Standard of all religious 
AGions, and Self-intereft to be their main and 
ultimate End: If thefe Foundation-truths be’ 
buried, what fhall become of the rifing Gene- 
ration, but that they will lay afide all Regard. 
to God and Religion, and be drenched in mere 
Atheifih and Infidelity, to the Difhonour of 
God, and to their own eternal Deftruction? 
And what Reafon have you to lament the Neu- 
.trality of fome that have the Root of the Mat- 
ter,and are notwith{tanding continuing in a Con 
jun&ion with thefe who have denied thofe Foun- 
dation-truths, and are affociated with thofe that 
have given up with Chrift’s Headfhip, and taken 
their Holding of the Powers of the Earth? Be. 
fides that, it might be made to appear, that fuch 
an Aflociation is moft unwarrantable, as.thereby 
they partake of other Mens Sins, do not bring 
them to a Conviction of thefe Enormities that 
are cenfurable by the Word of God, and thus 
fuffer Sin to ly upon them; and, in Oppofitio 
to the Rule of .the Word, they do not withdraw 
from, but continue in Conjundtion with, thof 
that walk moft diforderly. It is moft manifelt 
that fuch a Courfe as this cannot poffibly be 
proper Mean to affert and defend the Royaltie 
of the Redeemer’s Crown, nor to maintain th 
Purity of Doctrine, the Government, Worthi 
and Dilcipline of Chrift’s Hpufe, and tranfmi 


officers and Church-judicatories are moft facredl 
hound to do, not only from the folemg Oat 
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j of God in ouf-Covenants Nationa! and Solemn 
B League, but by.the very Nature and Duties of 
Í their Office, ball the Rules laid down in God’s 
Sholy Word, and by all the Ties of Nature ; 
É that is,-by Humanity itfelf, and the Love and 
A Regard they ought naturally to have for their 
$ own Pofterity and the rifing Generation, E/i’s 
$ Coldnefs and Neutrality in the Matters of. God 
f was feverely punifhed in that good Man’; and 
fit was in itfelf a dreadful Judgment to the Gere- 
Bration wherein he lived, as it was an effectual 
RBar in the Way of Reformation, and as: the 
whole Tribes of I/raed were thereby hardned 
din their Courfe of Apoftaly from the Lord, and, 
as the Fruit of it, were brought under moft 
jdreadful. Marks of the Divine Difpleafure. 2. If 
{you who are the prefent Generation would bring 
our Children to Chrift, then fet apart fome 
Time for fecret Fafting, and the Prayer of Faith 
for your Children, Fob i, 5. and inftruct them 
[nily in the good Ways of the Lord, encon- 
Breging them in Welledoing, and correGting them 
for their Faults. Talk with. them when you 
Hit in your Houle, ahd when you walk by the ' 
Way, when you ly down, and when you rife 
ip, Deus. vi. 7. Talk with them of their bap- 
imal Vows, and of their Warrant to believe 
nthe Lord Jefus, and of their Duty to devote 
flemfelves to the Lord, as you have endea- 
poured, thro’ Grace, to do it in their Name. 
iTalk with them of the Love of God in fending 
fis Son to the World, and of the Love of Chrift 
mhich pafleth Knowledge; of their Duty to 
ove the Lord, and of the Promife of Grace to 
nable them to love him, Deut. xxx 6. Talk 
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with them aid tell them of the Works of God 
for this Land, ih our glorious Reformation and 
wonderful Revolution; Walk about Zion, and 
go round about her, tell the Lowers thereof: 
Mark ye well ber Buiwarks, confider ber Pa- 
laces; that ye may tell it to the Generation 
- following: For this God is our God for ever 
ana ever: he will be our Guide even unto 
Death, Pial. xlviii. 12, 13,14. Talk with 
_ them and tell them of the Solemn Engagements 
, thefe Lands are under to promote Reformation, 
and to walk clofely with God, by our Cove- 
nants National and Solemn League; and tell 
them of our Backflidings and DefeGtions from 
the Lord, and of the Bréaches and Violations 
of the Vows of God, Talk with them off 
God’s wonderful Appearances for us, and of their 
Duty to cleave to the Lord with Purpofe of 
Heart. Teli them of the Ordinances, the 
pleafant Palaces of Zioz, where the King is held 
in the Galleries; and of the Promifes of God,} 
which are her Bulwarks, “Let it be your Exer-f 
cile, zo [pow to the Generation to come the 
Praifes of the Lord, and bis Strength, and they 
wonderful Works thar he bath done. For be 
eftablifhed a Teftimony in Jacob, and appointem 
a Law in Ifrael, that you foould make then 
known to your Children: That the Generations 
z0 come might know them; who fhould arif 
and declare them to their Children: That they 
might fer their Hope in God, and not forgey 


Pal. Ixxviii: 4,5, 6,7. Talk with them of 
God’s Covenant of Grace and Promife, which 
is God’s Teltimony eftablifhed in Facod, and hi 
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Law appointed in Ifrael. Talk with them of 
the comprehenfive Bleffing and Promife of this 
Covenant, that z2his God is our God for ever 
aud ever. ‘Talk with them of the Abfolutene(s 
and Freedom of this Covenant; and-of the 
Righteoufnels of Chiift the only proper Con- 
dition of this Covenant, which veing fulfilled, 
the rifing Generation, as well as others, may 
warrantably put in a Claim for all the Bleffings 
of the Covenant, in Chrift’s Right, and for 
Chrill’s Sake; and that fuch a Claim will be 
certainly fuflained in the Court. of Heaven. 
And tell them to fet their Hope in God, who 
hath raifed Chrift from the Dead, and given 
him Glory, ‘that our Faith and Hope might be 
in God. SMa 


We now proceed to conclude this Difcourfe; 
by direCting a Word to you who are the rifing ` 
Generation. And, À eke 

1ft, It isneceflary that you examine, 
and try yourlelves, whether or not agus 
you have as yet come to Jelus the Me- 
diator of the new Covenant. 1. then, Is it 
your Exercife with .young Fofiah, .2 Chron- 
\xxiv. 3. to prepare your Hearts to feek the 
Lord God of your Fathers? Early Seekers of 
Chrift fhall not feek him in vain; for thofe that 
kek him early fhall find him, Prov. viii. 17. 
Young Seekers of the Lord have fome Infight 
into the Evil of Sin, and they are tenderly af- 
fected with it; young ofia his Heart was tene - 
der, and he wept before the Lord, 2 Chron. 
xxxiv, 21, 27, 50. he. wept not only fer his orie 
ginal Sin, and his actual Sins, but for the Sins 
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of the Land and People among whom he 
lived: And is this your Exercife? The Voice of 
Prayer is heard among young Seekers; they 
read the Scriptures, and the Word of the Lord 
is precious to them ; and they devote themfelves 
to the Lord, to love the Name of the Lord, 
and to ferve him, thro’ the Grace of Jefus 
Chrift. Fofich, while he was yet young, in 
the fixteenth.Yéar of his Age, made a Covenant 
before the Lord, to walk after the Lord, and 
zo keep bis Teftimonies with all bis Heart, and 
with all bis Soul, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 31. But, in 
` order to your devoting yourfelves to the Lord 
in a Covenant. of Duties, you muft by Faith 
take hold of God’s Covenant of Promife ; feeing 
you can no otherwife be accepted but by the 
Righteoufnefs.of Chrift, and no otherwife affi- 
fted but by the Grace of Chrift, which is ex- 
hibited to-you in the Promife of God’s Cove: 
nant, . 
2dly, Do ye believe in the Son of God? Have 
you got a Sight of the King in his Beauty ; and 
was your Soul made to follow hard after him; 
and‘were your Defires drawn out after the De- 
fire of all Nations ? Xs Chrift precious to you, 
` and more than another Beloved? for, to rhofe. 
that believe he is precious, 1 Pet. 2: 47. Anddo 
you account all Things but Lofs and Dung to win 
Chrift, and to be found in him, not having your 
own Righteoufnefs, but that which is by the 
Faith of Chrift? to be found in him as Noah was 
found in the Ark, and. as the Manflayer was 
found in the City of Refuge. - ook 
34/y, Have your Hearts been made to burn. 
. with Love to the Lord Jelus Chrift? Have x 
` ecn) 
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$ feen him to be theChiefeft among T'en thoufand, 
Band altogether lovely? „Do you love him, and 
& breathe after Fellowfhip with him, and Nearnefs 
$ to'him, faying with the Church, Ze ame, O thon 
fwon my Soul loveth, where thou feedeft, and 
where thou makeft-thy Flock to refi at Noon? 
j Song i. 7. Do you love him, arid keep his Come. 
É mandments, and breathe after Holinels and Cone 
B formity tò him? Do you love his Ordinances, 
land elteem a Day in his Courts better than a 
i Thoufand elfewkere, and delight in the Place 
where his Honour dwelleth ? Do you love bis 
People, and-account them the excellent Ones of 
the Earth, in whom is all your Delight? ‘Do ° 
Myou prefer Zion to your chiefeft Joy; and ‘are 
you aftected with the Defolations of the Sanctus 
bry, and grieved for the Afflidion of Fofephe 
BDo you rejoice when he is honoured; and do 
he Reproaches of thofe that reproach him fall 
upon you ? Or, is there nothing fo bumbling 
Bo you, asthat you have fo little Love to Chrift ; 
bothing a greater Burden to you, than the 
AVeaknefs of chyeLove to Chrift ; and is there 
Bothiag fo comfortable to you as the Promife of 
Bie Spirit, to manifelt the Glory of Chrift to 
hour Soul, John xvi. 14. and to fhed his Love 
road in your Hearts? Then you are of the. 
Number of thofe that love our Lord Jefus Chrift 
h Sincerity, and of thefe little Children of whom 
the Kingdom of God. 


We now proceed toa Word of — . 

Exhortation; and may the Lord, by LEwhor. . 

Holy Spirit, perfwade ‘and deter- - 

ine youto come to the Lord Jefus Chrift, ` 
©- v F2 who `. 
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who is come in the Name of the Lord to fave 
you, and who ‘is come that you may have Life, 
and have it more abundantly ! 
1. then, We exhort you to believe in the 
Son of God; for this is to come to Chrift, and 
„this sis the "York of God, to believe in him 
whom God hath fent. Believe the Record of 
God concerning hisSon ; and this is the Record, 
that God hath given to us eternal Life; and 
zhis Life isin his Son. He that hath the Son 
hath Life, 1 John v.11, 12. You may well be. 
lieve what God teftifieth ; but God teftifteth, 
that he hath given to you cternal Life, and that 
this. Life is in bis Son, as the Spring and Foun- 
tain of this Life: And he teftifieth, that he 
hath given to you hisSon ; for he that bath 
the Son hath Life. Faith has Chrift, bas the 
Son ; and Faith only has him, .becaufe God has 
given him ; for Faith camhave nothing but what 
God gives. God gives Chrift, and Faith re- 
ceiveth him, and hath him in Pofleffion: But he 
is given to many that do not receive him ; and 
this is their Unbelief, that they do ‘not and 
will not-receive God’s Gift of Chrift, and of 
Life in him. For tho” Chrift be given in Poflef- 
fion only to thofe that by Faith receive him, 
yet Chrift, and Life in him, is given unto all 
that hear the Gofpel, inthe Offer and Right to 
put in your Claim ta Chrift. and Life in him 
as yours ; and every one of you-is: warranted to 
` ¥eceive him as yours, and lay Claim to him and 
‘all the Bleffings of his Purchafe- as ‘your own, 
in a Way of Grace. . He ig given of God to 
you to be -your Kinfman-Redeemer, Fod:-xis. 
25. JJa ix, 6. He is given to be a Light to you 
| ase -e that 
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that fit in Darknefs, in the Region and. Shadow 
of Death; to be a Ranfomer, to proclaim the 
Golpel-jubilee, and Liberty to the Captives, 
$ J2. txi. 1. He is given to be a Covenant to the 
i People, Ja. xlix. 8. to be the New-covenant 
d Head, the Surety-and Truftee of the Covenant, 
# and to difpenfe all the Bleffings of the Cove- 
i nant. He is given to bea Refiorer of Paths to 
dwell in, to caufe to inherit the defolate Herita- 
B ges; to be thy Head-and Husband, to betrothe 
8 thee unto bim for ever; to be a Leader to thee » 
m through all thy dark bewildered Steps; to 
$ be a Saviour to thee from all thy Sins; to be 
E 2 Phyfician to heal all thy Plagues; and to be 
Í the Salvation of God to the Ends of the Earth. 
E What God hath faid and recorded, you may 
@ and ought to believe: Now God hath faid, that 
a he offereth and giveth to you-Life, and Chrift 
a the Prince of Life; that he giveth to you Life, 
Š and Chrift the Fountain of Life. He that be- 
B lieveth not God, hath made him a Liar, be- 
caufe he believeth not the Record -that.God 
m gave of his Son, 1 Fob v. 10. Unbelief doth cone 
§ fit in difcrediting what God hath faid. Now, 
B the Sin of Unbelief is not your disbelieving that 
I God giveth Chrift to the Ele, that he giveth 

Chrift to others ; but your not believing that God 
offercth and giveth Chrift to you in particular, 
Band that you have a Warrant and Right to ace 
cept of him, Thus it was with the ‘Zewss 
the Promife was to theni and to their Children, 
Aéfs ii. 39. but they did not credit the Word of 
Salvation {ent unto them, but rejected the Coun- . 
fel of God againft themfelves. And thus, when. 
the Brafen Serpent was lifted. up before a the 
+ g . on- 
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Congregation of J/rae/ ; if Multitudes of them 
perithed by not looking up to the Brafen Serpent, 

„it was not becaufe the Remedy was not offered 
and given to them as well asto the reft of the Con- 
gregation, but becaufe they did not look toit, nor 
credit God’s Word that a Look would cure them, 

2. Weexhort youto come to Jefus Chrift, 

, the Mediator of the new Covenant: And it is 
the Voice of Chrift to you who are the rifing 
Generation ; Suffer the little Children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not ; for of fuch is 
the Kingdom of God. Our Lord commandeth 
you to be called ;-and we fay to you, as it was 
faid to the blind Man, Mark x. 49. Be of good 
Comfort, rife, for be calieth thee. He calleth 
for your Hearts; My Son, give me thy Heart. 
He calleth you to come in to a Marriage-relation 
to him, and to {weet Fellowfhip with him, u- 
pon the Mountains of Myrrh, and the Hills of 
Frankincenfe, till the Day break and the Sha- 
dows flee away. He calleth you to come with 
all your Sins, to be pardoned; with all your 
Plagues, tobe healed; with all your Wants, to be 
fupplied ; and wich all your Burdens, to be re- 
lieved. : í 

As to you who are advanced in Years, tho’ 

. it is in Youth he ordinarily brings in to himfelf, 

yet he is fovereign that way. O Sinner, if forty, 
if fifty Years.old; we fay, Yet even now is the 
Word of this Salvation fent. unto you’; rife, 
for he, this Moment, calleth you. Thus he 
calleth fome at the eleventh Hour; and thus 

Paul was called when advanced in Years, 1 Cor. 
xv. 8, And laf of all be was feen of me alfo,’ 
as of one bora out of Lime. aes 
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i = And: if you who are the rifing Generation 
a would be directed’ how to come, then come de- 
§ pending on God’s Word of Promife for Grace 
f and Strength to come; for he has faid it, Pfad, 
a xxii. 31. They foal come, and they fhall declare 
| us Righteoufnefs. Come, looking unto Jefus, 

the Author and ‘Finifher of Faith, Heb. xii, 2. 
| and fay, with thé Church, Draw me, we wilf 
Brut after thee. Come in a mourning Frame 
§ that you have been fo long a-coming, that you 
have been among the laft to bring back the King: 

And come fejoicing that you are yet called and 
Minvited to come; for, Bleffed are you who are 
$ called to the Marriage-fupper of the Lamb, 
E Come then to him with all your Hofannas and 
A Praifes of Faith, Mat. xxi. 15, 16. for out of 
# the Mouths of Babes and Sucklings he has perfe- 
&ed Praife. Come to him with all your Supplicati- 
ons and Prayers of Faith, tobe perfumed with his 
Incenfe ; and come to him with the Confidence 
Rof Faith. And, in coming to him, depend upon: 
the Holy Ghoft, who is the Spirit of Faith ; 
lor it is the Work of the Spirit, to glorify. 
AChrét, Jobn xvi. 14. And when efus is in - 
Bbis Glory, then your Souls will follow hard 
Fiter him as ‘the Chariots of Amminadib, and 
the Language of thy Heart willbe, Behold, we 
tone unto thee, for thou art the Lord our God. 
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` Chrif's Call to the Rifing. Generation, 
SERMON I. ` 


Gen. xxviii. 10, (1, 12, 13,19. Aud Jacob 
«went out from Beerlheba, and toward Haran. 
. And be lighted upon a certain Place, and tar- 
vied there all Night——aid lay down in that 
Place to fleep: And be dreamed, and bee 
hold, a Ladder fet upon the Earth, and the 
Top of it reached to Heaven: And behold, 
the Angels of God afcending and defcending 
on it. And behold, the Lord ftood above it, 
and faid, I am the Lord God of Abraham 
` thy Father, and the God of Uaac-—= And 
_ be called the Name of that Place Bethel. 


WE may notice from thefe Words, and their 
Connexion in this Chapter, that Zacob 
had this Vifion in his Youth, and in the Day 

_ of his Diftrefs, when he was an Exile from his 

. Fatber’s Houle, and fled from the Face of Efan 
his Brother, who fought his Life. , 

- In the Words we may remark. more particu- 
larly, 1. The Seafon of this Manifeftation ; it 
was when Jacob was going from Beerfbeba to- 
wards Haran, going from his native Country 
to a foreign Land, in Compliance with the Cal! 
of God’s Providence. 2. The Manner in which 
the Manifeltation was given ; it was in a Night 
vifion: And this was one of the Ways in whic 
God {pake unto the Fathers ; but he hath now 


in thefe lat Times {poken unto us by m 
; 7 a 


Chris Call, Se. 49 
Son, whom he hath appointed Heir of all 
Things. 3. The Manifeltation itfelf: Behold, 
a Ladder {et upon the Earth, and the Top of it: 
reached Heaven. This Ladder was an Emblem 
of Chrift, who is che Way, the Truth, and 
the Life, John xiv. 6. And the Angels are faid 
to afcend and defcend, as being at his Command 
_in the Adminiftration of his Kingdom, | Heb. i. 
14, Jobui. §1. And he faw the Lord flauding 
above it ; God as in Chrift reconciling the World 
to himfelf, proclaiming his Covenant of Promife, 
Iam the Lord God of Abraham thy Father, ana 
the God of Ifaac. 4. The gracious and kindly 
Impreffion this Manifeftation had upon Jacok; 
he fays, This is none other bur the Houfe of 
God, this is the Gate of Heaven, And, he cal- 
led'the Name of the Place Bethel. Bethel fig- 
nifies the Houfe of God ; tho’ it was a folitary 
Place, yet the Divine Prefence made it to Facob 
the Houle of God, and the Gate of Heaven. 
From the Words, we take Notice of the fols 
lowing 


DOCTRINE; That the Time of Youth 
is a fpecial Seafon of Bethel. Maxtfefta- 
tions, wherein God doth. manifeft to the 
Souls of Men the Glory. of Chrift, and 
doth reveal bimfelf as a reconciled God in 
Chrifi, and condefcends to hew unto them 
bis holy Covenant of Promife. 


` In difcourfing this Doctrine, we fhal, by 
Divine Affiltance, 1. Offer a few Remarks cone 
cerning thele Berkel Manifeftations, which the 
Lord frequently condeleina: to bleĵ the aa of 
i en 
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Men with in the Daysof their Youth, 2. Speak 
a little of thefe Manifeftations, and fhew what 
jt is he doth maniteft and reveal to the rifing 
Generation in the Days of their Youth. And, 
3. Apply the Doctrine.’ 


We proceed to the frf Thing propofed, 
To offer a few Remarks concerning thefe Bethel 
Manifeltations which the Lord frequently conde- 
{cends to blefs the Sons of Men with in the Days 
of their Youth. And, 

` aff, We remark, That there is a Berhe? Ma- 
nifeftation of Chrift in his Glory in the Morning 
of Converfion, when the Soul is firft vifited 
with the Day-{pring from on High: This was 
the Privilege of Paul in the Day that he was 
effectually called, Aé¢s ix. compared with 
x Cor. xv. 8. And laf of all, be was feen of me 
alfo, as of one born out of due Time. ‘The Day 
of ‘his Converfion was his Birth-day, wherein 
he was born from above. He was a Man ad- 
vanced in Years, and had tong oppofed the Go- 
{pel, and rejeCted the Offers of Grace; and 
therefore looks on himfelt as one born out of 
due Time: Yet it was a blefled Time to his 
Soul, and the beft Day that ever he faw ; it 
was to him a Day of Maniteftation, wherein he 
faw the holy One and the juft, and heard the 
Voice of his Mouth. And foisit, in fome Mea- 
fure, to all that are effectually called; Tho’ 
every one cannot diftin@ly tell the Day and 
Time of their, firit Meeting with Chrift, yet 
every one of them has got fuch a Glimple of the 
Glory of Chrift, as has drawn their Heart, ‘their 
Pe Se -Truf 
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É Trot, and the Defires of their Soul towards 
4 himfelf ` . 

| ady, We remark, That thé Lord’s People. ` 
$ have Bethel Meetings with Chriftin the More 
§ ning of a renewed Manifeftation, after they have 
d been mourning without the Sun, and walking in: 
A Darknefs having no Light.. And they may 
B be fid to attain fuch Bethe) Manifeftations, 
fx. When he manifefis himfelf unto them in the 
& Glory of his Perfon, iu his Offices, and in the 
— Freedom and Permanency of his Love and Grace 3 
f and in his comfortable Relations, Mediation, and 
i powerful Interceflion, Jobn xiv. 21. He that 
g hath my Commandments, and keeperh them, be 
it is that loveth me, — and I will love hin, 
Wand nanifef myfeif to him. 2. When he loot- 
eth their Bonds, and they are made to walk 
fin the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God, 
Pal. cxvi. 16, And when he hears their Prayers, 
and gives them gracious and comfortable Re- 
turns: Te the Day when I cried, thou an- 
ifveredf me, and firengthnedh me with Strength. 
in my Soul. And, Pfal.cxvi.1, 2, J love 
the Lord, becaufe he hath beard my Voice and 
lny Supplications: Becaufe he hath inclined 
this Ear unto me; therefore will I call upon bine 
as dong as Tlive. 3. When their Souls are made 
jo a lively Exercife of Faith to feed upon his 
Word ; when’ he fpeaketh in to their Hearts, 
and converleth with them by his Word and the 
Motions .of his Spirit upon their Souls, Luke 
xiv. 32, And they faid one to another, Did 
rot ote Heart burn within us, while he talked 


wis 


- everlafting Love, therefore with Lovingekindngi 
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Grace, a Bethel Nearacls to God, Song i. 4, 
The King bath brought me into bis Chambers ; 
we will be glad aud rejoice in thee; we will 
vemember thy Love more than Wine ; the Up- 
right love thee. Sometimes Chriftians have ate 
tain’d fuch Nearnefs to the Lord, that they have 
expreis’d it, that they thought God could not 
have been {o near a Soul upon Earth ; and fome 
have been made to cry out, Hold, Lord, for I 
can bold no more, for d am an earthen Veff:t ; 
becaufe their old Bottles were like to break to 
Shivers with a Fill of that new Wine of Fellow- 
thip and Communion with God! 5. When 
they have had {uch Bethel Manifeftations, that 
he has drawn by the Vail, and they have feen 
the King in his Beauty, and beheld the Land 
that is afar off; and when their Graces have 
been excited, and drawn forth into a lively Ex. 
ercife, by frefh Influences of the Holy Spirit: 
And thus their Spices have been made to flow 
out ; and the Beloved has come into his Gar- 
den, to fee the Beds of Spices, and ta gather 
Lilies. 6. When they have had Bethel Intim- 
tions made unto them : When the Lord has fid 
to them, Son, be of good Cheer, thy Sins be 
forgiven thee ; and, { have loved thee with au 


have I drawn thee: When, with Power an 
Evidence of bis Spirit, he faith to them who ar 
of a fearful Heart, Be rong, fear not; an 
encourageth them with fuch a Word, Fear sot 
L know that ye feck Fefus who was crucified 
he is rifen as he faid; come, :fee the Pla 
where the Lord lay. 4. When he giveth 2 
thet Communications unto their Souls ; aa 
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he giveth Strengtn to them in their Weaknefs, 
and Life to them in their Deadnefs; when he 
giveth to them Peace and Pardon, and giveth 
to them himfelf, which is more than all other 
Bleffings, Rev. ii. 28. And I will give him the 
Moruing-flar. He giveth them fometimes 
Grapes trom Eføcol, the Firlt-fruits of the Land 
of Promife, a Pi/gab View of the Land afar 
off, a Prelibation and Foretaite of Glory, in 
giving them fome Drops of that Wine that go- 
eth down {weetly, making the Lips of them that 
are afleep to fpeak. Thus, fometimes, they: 
are made to begin fome Notes of the Song of the 
Redeemed here below, and have fuch Commu- 
nion and Fellowfhip with God thro’ Jefus Chri, | 
that it is to them the Gate of Heaven and the 
Suburbs of Glory, 

34/y. We remark, That there are fome 
Means « -srdinances of God’s Appointment, 
wherein the Followers of Chrif are, privileged 
with thefe Manifeftations. It is in the SanCtuary, 
in the Attendance upon publick Ordinances, 
that they fee his Power and his Glory, Pyad, 
xiii, 1,2. It was in hearing the Gofpel preach- 
ed, that a great Company of the Priefts became 
obedient to the Faith ; and it was by the Minie 
{try of the Word that the Lord open’d the Heart - 
of Lydia, to attend to the Things that were ` 
{poken: It isin the Field of Meditation, that 
they get fometimes a refrefhing Manifeltation of 
the Glory of the Lord ; When I remember thee 
upon my Bed, faith the Plalmilt, my Souk, fol- 
lowcth bard after thee. And it is in reading.and 
fearching the Scriptures, that they behold the 
Glory of Chrift, 2 Cor, iii, 18. ‘ Often (fid 

e an 
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e an eminent Saint) have I feen the invifible 
o © God; and, when I faw him, it was in his 
_ © Word.” And it was in the Duty of Prayer, 
Gen. xxxii. 24, 30. that Zacob hada molt re- 
markable Mamifettation of the Glory of Chrift. 
He wreltled with the Angel of the Covenant till 
the Breaking of the Day, and he bleffed him 
there: And Jacob called the Name of the Place 
Peniel ; for 4 have feen God Face to Face, and 
my Life is preferved. 

4rhiy, We remark, That there are fome'Sea 
fons wherein the Lord condefcends to give Be- 
zhe! Manifeftations to his Dilciples and Fol- 
lowers; fuch as, when they are lamenting after 
the Lord, and feeking him with an holy reltle’s 
Adtivity, Song iii 3. I fought him whom my 
Soul loveth.——[t was but a little I paffea from 
them, when Lf found him whom my Soul lo- 
veth: I held him, and would not ‘let him go, ; 
When humbled for their own Sins, and the Sins 
of the Land, which have provoked him to with- 
-draw : Thus, when Dantel was exercifed in this, 
Manner, it was intimated to him, O Daniel, z 
Man greatly beloved, Dan..ix. 23. When fukt- 
fering tor the Caufe and Intereft of Chrift : Thus 
Mofes had a Vifion of Chrilt in a Flame of Fire 
out of the Midit of a Bufh, when he was bear- 
ing the Reproach of Chrift at the Back of the 
Mount Horeb, and was there feeding Fethro’s 
Sheep: And Jobn, when in the Ifle Patmos 
for the Teltimony of Jefus, had the moft ree 
frefhing Manifeltations of the Glory of Chrift, 
whofe Countenance is like the Sun fhining in his 
Strength. When a Perfon has difficult Work to 
undertake at the Lord’s Command: Thus Mo i 

- g 
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Band Aaron had a Manifeftation of the Glory of 
B the Lord, and could fay, Zhe Lord God of rhe 
Hebrews hath met with us. When a Soul is 
Btenderly affected with Chrift’s Abfence, and is 
f mourning becaufe the Comforter is far away, 
f obn XX. 11, 15,16. But Mary flood without 
at the Sepulchre weeping ——Fefus faith unta 
Bier, Woman, why weepeft thou? whom feckeft 
kzou? She fuppofing him to be the Gardener, 
Gib unto him, Sir, if thou bave born him hence, 
Biel! me where thou baf laid him, and I will 
Brake him away, Fefus faith unto her, Mary : 
ashe turned herfelf, and faith unto him, Rabbo- 
ni, which is to fay, Mafter. Mary Magdalene 
kume and told the Difcrples, that foe had feer 
ale Lord. And in Times of Affliction, and in 
the Days of Youth : Sacob was ar this Time in 
is Youth, and was deftitute and affliGed, being 
bn Exile from his Farher’s Houfe ; and he has a 
Bethel Manifeftation of the Glory óf the Lord; 
knd be called the Name of the Place Bethel. 
sthly, We remark, That frequently the molt 
Enfible and comfortable Manifeftations are at- 
hined to inthe Days of Youth; for, not only 
0 Facob, but to Somon allo, did the Lord 
Bopear in his Youth, 1 Kings iii, 5. J» Gibeon, 
Be Lord appeared to Solomon. iz a Dream 
fy Night. - 
: srbly, We remark, That fometimes thefe 
Hanifeftations are furprifing. - Jacob faith, The 
ord is in this Place, and Ikuew it ot. 
hey fill the Heart with an holy Aw and Re- 
erence of God; How dreadful is this Place! 
lid Facob: And they bring along with them 
me {weet Talte of Heart-warming, Soul-re- 
oaks frefhing 
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frefhing Communion with God; This ts tha 
Houfe of God, this is the Gate of Heaven, 
Chrift is the Gate by which the Righteous 
enter in; and a Meeting with him brings the 
Soul to the Suburbs of Heaven. 
ythly, We remark, That the Memory of 
Manifeftations of God in Youth, remains with 
the Saints through their Pilgrimage; thus Facob 
could not all his Life forget the Manifeftations 
of God in his Youth, and the Thoughts of 
them were frefh and fupporting to him ọn his 
Death-bed, Gen. xlviii. 3. God Almighty ap. 
peared to me at Luz in Canaan, dud bleffed me, 
And the Lord himfelf doth keep a Record of 
his gracious Vifits to Souls in their Youth; 
hence it was that he faid to Jacob, I an the 
God of Bethel, where thou anointeaft the Pu. 
lar, and vowed? the Vow. 
8rbly, We remark, That frequently the Lor 
doth make Ufe of his Rod in the Days o 
Youth. As we have formerly obferved it wa 
Facob’s. Cale; fo, ifitisthy Cafe, Reader, the 
plead the Promife of God’s Covenant; J wi 
caufe you to pafs under the Rod, and I wi 
bring you into the Bond of the Covenant, Eze 
xk. 39- The Defign of the Rod is to brin 
you into the Bond of the Covenant; an 
the Lord himfelf hath undertaken. to -brin 
you, tho’ you are neither able nor willing 
come:of yourfelves. This Bond of the Cov 
nant will not rot in the Grave, for it is an 
verlafting Covenant: And the Bleffings of t 
Covenant.are free to needy Sinners, fuch as y 
“are; hence the Bleffings of the Covenant, 
their Freedom, are called Mercies; the fi 


- Mercies of David, Mercy, Tam Sure, 
an 


Rifing Generation: E 
anfwer thy Cafe, be what it will: O, aon 
trult a promifing God, and put the Work in 
his Hand, who has faid it, I wig caufe you to 
pafs under the Rod, and bring you into the 
Bond of the Covenant. 


We proceed, in the fecond Place, to fpeak a 
little of thefé Manifeltations, and to fhew what 
it is he doth manifeft and reveal to the rifing 
Generation in the Days of their Youth. And, 

: tft, ‘They get a Manifeftation of Jefus Chrift; 
the Mediator betwixt God and Man. Facob 
faw a Ladder fet upon the Earth; and the Top 
of it reaching to Heaven: ‘This Ladder was an 
Emblem of Chrift, who is called rae Way, the 
Truth, and tke Life, John xiv. 6. And he 
is the Mediator between God and Man, thro” 
whom we approach unto God, Chrift the Son 
of God, like Facob’s Ladder, was fet upon the 
Earth, in his Incarnation and Birth at Berbh- 
lhem; and the Top of it. reached Heaven, in 
his Deity and Divine Nature: Thus, when he 
was upon Earth, he affirmed of himfelf,, that 
he was likewife in Heaven,; No man hath ao 
fended to Heaven, but the Son of. Man which 
came down from Heaven, even the Son of Man 
which is in Heaven. The Ladder, the Foot 
of it upon the Earth, and the Top of it in 
Heaven at the fame Time,..was an Emblem of 
Chrift in his Perfon, God-Man, t Lima iii. 16; 
Great isthe Myftery of. Godlinefs, God: manis 
feled in the Fle, jultified in the Spirit, preaches | 
ed to the Gentiles, believed on in the World, 
Yeceived up into Glory. Heaven and Earth are 
brought together, through Chrift’s Mediation i F 
H Á ane 
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and there is-an Union by him betwixt God and 
Man, an Union of Peace and Reconciliation, 
an Union of Friendfhip, and an Union of End 
and Defign. And, thro’ him, there is a blef 
fed Intercourfe and Communion betwixt Heaven 
and Earth; for, through him, by one Spirit 
we have Accefs to the Father,. and come to 
God the Judge of all-; and, through him, we 
believe in God, who raifed him from the Dead, 
and gave him Glory, that our Faith and Hope 
inight be in God: And we have Boldnefs to 
enter into the Holieft of all by the Blood of 
Jefas, through the new and living Way, which 
he hath corifecrated for us by the Vail of his 
Flefh,. This Ladder is fixed faft in the Earth, 
in his SatisfaGion upon the Crofs, in his Death 
and deep Humiliation ; and the Top of it is fixe 
ed as faft in Heaven, in his Afcenfion, Exalta- 
tion, and Interceffion within the Vail. And 
it is a Way and a Ladder for the Inhabitants 
of the Earth: The Foot of it is not fet in Hell, 
for the fallen Angels; no, there is a great and 
an unpaffable Gulph betwixt Heaven and that 
- Place of Separation from God; but the Foot 
of it is fet upon the Earth, for the Sonsof Men; 
and every Man, young or.old, who hears this 
everlafting Gofpel, is invited, called and war 
ranted to come to God thro’ Chrift, who is 
the Way, the Truth and the Life: There isno 
Cherubim or flaming Sword to obftruGt yout 
Accefs; but rhe Spirit and the Bride foy 
Come ; and let bim that heareth fay, Come; 
aid whofoever will, let bine come and take th 

Water of Life freely... . 
2dly, The Lord doth manifeft aa 
imfe 
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B himfelf to Sinners in the Days of their Youth; 
m as he is a Godin Chrift, reconciling the World 
E unto himfelf, l 

E Jacob, inthis Vifion which he had in his 
E Youth, faw a-Laddea, an Emblem of Chrift 
Bin his Mediation ; and he faw the Lord.ftanding 
g bove it, proclaiming his Covenant of Promife, 
Bfaying, T am the God of Abraham thy Father. - 
E God is feen, ‘in Chrift, in his ineffable Glory, 
fin the Glory of all his infinite Perfections: He 
g's the Eternal, Self-exiftent Being ; he is JEHO- 
Į VAH, and his Glory he will not give to another, 
a The Glory of his infinite Holinefs and Juttice is 
meenin Chrift, Whom be hath fet forth to be 
im Propitiation through Faith in his Blood, ta 
Beclare bis Righteoufuefi, that be might be 
Bint, sid the Fuptifier of bim that believeth iz. 
p eus. 


as be is in Chrift, is a reconciled God; yea, he. - 
Is ¿z Chrif reconciling the World to binefelf y 
willing, on Chrill’s Account, to be reconciled 
to any Man of the World whatfoever who 
hears this Gofpel ; and defeeching Sinners to be 
recouctled to him, through Chrilt, 2 Cor. v, 
19, 20. God is fo well pleafed with the Satif- 
ntion of Chrift, that he doth intreat aiid ob- 
He ` tel 
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telt Sinners -to believe his Love and Good-will 
to them, to ftand no more at a Diftance from 
him, but to take the Benefit of Peace, of Par. 
don, of Grace and Glory, for Chrift’s Sake, 
and upon the Account of what he hath done, 
who was made Sin for us, tho’ he knew no Sin, 
that we might, be made the Righteoufnels of God 

in him 
God is feen in Chrift as a promifing God, 
Gen. xxviii. 14,15. And in thy Seed fhail all 
the Families of the Earth be bleffed: And, 
Behold, Lam with thee, and will keep thee in 
all Places whither thou goeft. The Divine 
Prefence is promiled, preferving and perfevering 
Grace is promifed, the Blefling is promifed, and| 
he commandeth the Blefling out of Zion, even] 
Life for evermore. 
God, as he is in Chrift, is a giving God; 
The Land whereon thou lief, to thee will I 
give it, and to thy Seed, Gen, xxviii. 13. The 
earthly Cazaaw was a Type and Figure off 
Heaven: The Inheritance of the Saints in Light 
is given of God, here in the Earneft of it, and 
hereafter in the full Pofleffion of it; for he 
giveth Grace and Glory, Pfa/, lxxxiv. rr. heg 
giveth the new Heart, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. the 
Heart to know the Lord, to love the Name off 
the Lord, the Heart of Flefh. In the firft Co- 
venant, Man was to give fomething to God jg 
in the new Covenant, God giveth all Things tog 
finful Men, in a Way of free and fovereigngl 
Grace; he giveth them to inherit all Things, 
and he will be to them a God ; and he giveth 
ta them the Kingdom: Fear not, little Flock, 
ite 
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B it is rhe Father's good Pleafure to give yor 
f the Kingdom. 
9 God, as he is in Chrift, is a forgiving God ; 
B he has proclaimed his Name, The Lord, the 
| Lord God merciful and gracious, forgiving 
A Jviquity, Tranfgreffion and Sin. He is in 
B Chrift reconciling the World unto himfelf, and 
B uor imputing their Trefpaffes unto them; be» 
Bm caufe he made him Sin for us, who knew xo 
B Six, that we might be made the Righteou/ue/; 
of God in him, 2Cor.v.19,21% In Fefus, 
| xe khave Redemption through bis Blood, the 
$ Forgivenefs of Sias. Through him, all Manner 
B of Sin and Blafphemy fhall be forgiven unto 
& Men; and we receive the Forgivenefs of Sins, 
9 and an Inheritance among them that are fancti- 
fied, by Faith that is in him. Thro’ bim, God 
has promifed to be merciful to our Vurighteouf- 
nef, and to remember our Sins and Iniquittes 
no more. It isthereforea full and free Indeme 
nity, which God has publifhed thro’ Chrift in 
f the Gofpel, 
f And God, as he is in Chrift, is Zove, 1 Jobs 
liv. 8,16. God is not only loving, but he is 
i Love itfelf; and, by the Exercife of. Faith, you 
[are to believe, realize, and be perfwaded of his’ ' 
Love to your Souls through Jefus Chrift, and 
for his Sake alone, 1 Fobx iv. 16. And we have 
known, and believed the Love that God harh 
tous; God is Love. Herein is Love, not that 
we loved God, bur that be loved us, and fent 
his Son to be the Propitiation for our Sins; 
and fent his only begotten Son into the World, 
that we might live through him. 
And God is known and revealed in Chrift, 
as 
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as our own God; God, even our owr God, hali 
blefs us: And he that is our God, is the God 
of Salvation, Have you feen God as he is in 
Chrift? You can have no faving nor any com. 
fortable Difcovery of God to your finful Souls, 
but as he is in Chrift: Our of Chrift he is a 
confuming Fire. God is only known and re- 
vealed in Chrift as Love, as the Lord God mer- 
ciful and gracious, pardoning Iniquity: And if 
you have not feen him, as he is in Chrift, 
ftanding above Facob’s Ladder; you have never 
yet known God, nor feen him as he is. 

34/y, God doth frequently manifeft and re. 
veal to Sinners, in the Days of their Youth, 
his holy Covenant of Promife. Facob in his 
Youth faw this Ladder, an Emblem of Chrif, 
and JEHOVAH ftanding above the Lad. 
der, proclaiming his Covenant of Promife, fay- 
ing, 4 am the God of Abraham, and of Ifaac; 
‘and, I will be with thee, aud will keep thee. 
"The Secret of the Lord is with them that fear 
him, and he fheweth them his Covenant: He 
fheweth the Freedom, the Excellency, and the 
Stability of his Covenant; and fheweth them. 
the great and glorious Bleffings and Privileges 
that are in his Covenant. 

He fheweth them, that God himfelf is in the 
Covenant: Thus he faid to Facob, I ane the 
God of Abraham thy Father: I will be with 
thee, and will keep thee. And this is the great 
Promife of the Covenant, T wild be your God, 
and ye fhail be my People, Zech. 13.9. Iwill 
fy, T: is my People; and they foall fay, The 
Lord is my Gad. God has made over himfelf 
to you in the Covenant, as your God in Chrift’s 

j X Right; 
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f Right; and as your God in a Way of Promife, 
B to be believed and relied on thro’ Chrift; as 
É your God in a Way of Grace, and not in a Way 
B® of Merit, or in a Way of. Works. Beware then 
B that you reject not the Counfel of God againft 
B your own Souls, 

i Chrift is feen to be in the Covenant as the 
@ Mediator of the Covenant, and. as the Teftator 
of the Covenant ; as the contracting Party upon 
E Man’s Side in the Covenant, and as having ful- 
Æ filled the Condition of the Covenant in his-ever- 
É i:fting Righteoufnels ; as having’ purchafed all 
B the Bleffings of the Covenant, and as difpenfing 
i all the Grace of the Covenant to needy deftitute 
M Sinners of 42ans Houle. À 

H The Holy Spirit of Promife is feen to'be in 
M the Covenant, as thy Teacher, Comforter and 
SanGtifier ; and you are to believe in the Holy 
Ghoft, and truft him to quicken thee under thy 
A Deadnefs, and to enlighten thee under thy Darke 
nefs; and you'are to depend upon-him to ma- 
gnifelt the Glory of Chrift to your Souls, and to 
Bbring the Words of Chrift to your Remem- 
brance, Yobw xiv. 26. and xvi. 14. 

} The Bleffing is in the Covenant, Gai. iil. 13, 
hi4. That the Bleffing of Abraham might come 
m the Gentiles through Fefus Chrifi. The 
Bleffing of a free-gifted Righteoulaefs is in the 
Covenant ; the everlafting Righteoulnels of 
Uefiah the Prince, which reigneth to eternal 
Life, through Jefus Chrift our Lord: ‘The Blef- 
fing of the Pardon and .Remiffiow of Sihs is in 
the Covenant; and the Bleffing of Fellowfhip. 
with God in his Ordinances here, and in the. 
ime 
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immediate Enjoyment of him in Heaven herea 

» after. 

The Prefence of God, tobe with you, is in 
the Covenant: Thus he faid to Facob, I wil] 
be with thee, aud will keep thee. His Prefence 
to be with you, in Profperity and Adverfity, in 
Life and at Death; to be with you, to comfort 
you in all your Tribulations; to fupport you 
under all your Burdens; to dire& you in all 
your Straits; to guide you with his Counfi 
while here, and at Death to receive you to 
Glory. The Lord’s Keeping and fafe Preferya. 
tion is in the Covenant, to keep thee from Sin, 
from. Satan’s Devices and Temptations ; to pre 
ferve thy Soul; to preferve thy going out, and 

_ coming in, P/a}. cxxi, to deliver thee from every 
evil Work, and to preferve thee to his heavenly 
Kingdom. 2 a 

God’s Faithfulnefs, Power and Mercy is ii 
the Covenant, to fecure the Accomplifhment 
of all he hath promifed, Gez. xxviii, 15. I will 
not leave thee, till 1 have done that which 
have fpoken to thee of. Heaven, and the King 
dom that cannot be moved, is in the Covenant, 
of Promife; Canaan was a Type of Heavengl, 
and God faid to Jacob, The Land on whic 
thou heft will I give thee. And Death, the, 
Paffage to Heaven, is in the Covenant; For alg, 

Things sie yours, whether Paul, or Apollos 
or Cephas, or the World, or Life, or Dearly 
or Things prefent, or Things to come; all at 
yours, and ye are Chrift’s, and Chrif is Goa’ 
E Cors iii, 22, 23. 
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| We proceed to apply the Dodtrine in an Ufe 
$ of Examination, and of Exhortation. And, 

& 1. Thefe who have feen God as in 

É Chrift, and to whom JEHOVAH Exam. 

Ë hath revealed his holy Covenant of 

È Promife, they are fuch as thro’ Chrift have be- 

h lieved in God, who raifed him up from the 

B Dead, and gave him Glory, that our Faith 

$ and Hope might be in God, 1 Pet.i,21. ‘They 
truft co the Promife, and wait for the Accom- 

plifhment of the Promife, thro” many contrary- 

f like Appeoa and Trials of their Faith, be- 
caufe they judge him faithful who hath promifed ; 

$ and they plead the Promife in their dark Hours, 

Bwith the Confidence of Faith, P/a/. cxix. a9. 

| Remember the Word unto thy Servant, upon 

which thou hafi caufed me to bope. 

2. Thefe who have feen God as he is in 

Chrift, have avouched him for their God, P/a/, 

Bxvi. 7. O my Soul, thou haft faid ro the Lord, . 
Thou art my Lord. They have joined them- 

felves to the Lord, to love the Name of the 

Lord, and to ferve him. They have taken hold 

Bof God’s Covenant of Promife, Ja. lvi. 6. 

fAnd as they account it a faithful Saying, fo they © 

Hiudge it worthy of all Acceptation, That Chrift 

Vane into the World to fave Sinners, of whom 

they are Chief. l 

3. They cleave to the Lord with Purpofe of 

Heart, Having feen him who isinvifible, feen 

the Glory of the invifible God in the Perfon 

of Chrilt, they choofe rather to fuffer Affiittion 

with the People of God, than to enjoy the 

Pleafures of Size for A Seafon, Heb. Xi, 25. > 
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. We conclude this Difcourfe, eg- 
Exhort. horting you: to believe and be per. 

waded of the Promife of God, Heb, 
xi. 13. Lhefe all died in Faith, not having re 
ceived the Promifes in the Accomplifhment of 
them, but having feen them afar off, and were 
perfwaded of them, and embraced them, and 
confeffed that they were Strangers and Pilgrims 
oz the Earth. Believe the Promife as {poken 
to you, and truf to it as a Ground of Faith to 
thy Soul: For it is a Covenant of Promife ; and 
` the Promife is publifhed to you, that it may be 
credited, believed and trufted toby you. The 
great Promife of the Covenant is, J qwil] be 
sour God; and ye fhail be my People: And 
this Promife is given to you; for there are given 
unto us exceeding great and praon Promifes, 
Tt is given to be received by your Faith and i 
'Truft in the Mercy, Love, Grace and Faithful- 
nels of God, brought near unto you in the 
Promife, as the Ground of thy Faith and affured 
Confidence. Nothing is more free than a Pro: 
mife, and the Freedom of the Covenant is a 
great Encouragement to you to believe and truf 
to the Covenant of Promife. It is a Covenant 
of Grace, which was made for the Unworthy 
and Ll-deferving, and none elfe; And therefore, 
tho’ unworthy, thou art warranted to truft to 
God’s Covenant of Promile, 


Chrif 
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d Chrift’s Call to the Rifing Generation, 
SERMON. IL 


@ Gen. xxviii. 20, 21. Aud Jacob: vowed a Vow, 
| faying, If God will be witd me, and keep 
me—-then foall the Lord be my God. Jer, 
ii 4, 19. Wilt thou not from this Time cry 
unto me, My Father, thou art the Guide of 
my Youth? And I faid, Thou foalt call me, 
My Father, aud foate not turn away frou me. 


F JN thele Words we may notice, 1, What 
mB was Yacob’s Exercife in the Days of his 
# Youth: He vowed a Vow at Bethel, faying, 
Bf God will be with me, or, as it may be read, 
Seeing God will be with me, feeing God has proe 
mifed td be with me, and has revealed his Cove- 
nant of Promife unto me, has made over himfelf 
f to me in the Covenant as my God; therefore 
I FEHOVAH shall be my God. I truk to 
Í bim, as a promifing God, that he will be my’ 
God, thro’ Chrift Jefus; I depend on him as 
my God, and devote -myfelf to his Service, 
Worfhip and Obedience: Thea the Lord foal 
be my God. This Exercile of Facob, in the 
Days of his Youth, is recorded as a Pattern wor- 
thy of your Imitation, who are the-rifing Gene- 
ration, ` ; 

2. In the other Place of Scripture, Yer, iii. 4. 
we bave God’s own Warrant to take hold of his 
Covenant of Promile in the Days of our Youth. 
Wilt thou nat from this Time cry unto me, My 
Father, thou art the Guide of my Louk? 


2 ain 
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3. In thefe Words we have an encouraging 
Promife of Grace, to enable us to put in our 
Claim to this wonderful Relation in which God 
is pleas’d to ftand to us in the new Covenant; 
Ana I faid, Thou foalt call me, My Father, 
and foalt not turn away from me 


DOCTRINE. That as the Time of 

` Youth is an efpecial Seafon of taking hold 
of Goa’s Covenant of Promife; fo we ought 
to depend upon God's promifed Grace, to 
enable us to come perfonally into the Bond 
of the Covenant. 


In difcourfing this Doctrine, we fhall ender 
vour, by Divine Affiftance, 1. Vo fhew, that 
as God in the Covenant ftands in the Relation 
of our God, fo we ought, in the Application 
of Faith, to fay, Zhe Lord fhail be my God. 
2. Speak a little of the Import of thefe Words, 
Wilt thou not from this Time cry unto me, My 
Father, thou art the Guide of my Youth? 3, 
_ Offer a few Remarks concerning the encouraging 
Promife of Grace, to enable us to put in out 
Claim to God as ftanding- in the Relation of a 
Father in Chrift Jefus unto us, who are father- 
lels, deftitute Sinners of Adams Houle. 4, Ap- 
ply the Doétrine in a few Inferences, 


We proceed to the frf Thing propofed, 
namely, To fhew, that as God in the Covenant 
{tands in the Relation of our God, fo we ought, 
by the Application of Faith, to fay, Zhe Lord 
fall be my God. And this Head {hall be confie 
dered in a few Obfervations, And, - 

aft, We 
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$ 1ft, We may notice and obferve, That Man, 
É by che Breach of the firft Covenant, forfeited all 
É Right and Claim to the Relation of God as his 
© God: But Chrift as the fecond Adam, in ver- 
Í tue of his Fulfilling the Condition of the Cove- 
$ nant of Grace, by his everlafting Righteoufnels, 
Q acquired a new Claim and Title to this Relation 
B of God as our God; hence it is faid of him, 
Bas the New-covenant Head, P/a/. Ixxxix. 26. 
B He hall cry unto me, Thou art my Father, my 
b God, and the Rock of my Salvation. Sin-had 
É made this World, which was like Eden the Gar- 
den of the Lord, to become like the Valley of 
ithe Son of Hinnom, a Place of Crying and How- 
fling ; tand it had been eternally fo, if the Son 
sof God had not appear’d in our Behalf, and bee 
come the contracting Party on Man’s Side in the 
sCovenant of Grace: But, behold, in this how- 
Bling Wildernefs a Cry is heard from the New- 
covenant Head, as a publick Perfon, inthe Name 
of all his Followers, Thou art my God, the Rock 
bof my Salvation. And hence it is that our Lord 
faith, T afcend so my Farber and your Father, 
aud to my God and your God, ` 
adly, We may obferve, That the great and 
leading Bleffing of the New Covenant is the Pros 
hife of a Covenant-relation to God as our God 
io Chrift Jefus, Fer. xxxi. 33. Bur this foall 
Ve rhe Covenant that Iwill make with the Houfe 
ef Ifrael, after thefe Days, faith the Lora— 
will be their God, and they (hall be my People. 
f will be rheir God ; this isthe Soul’s Bleflednefs : 
hn Intereft in God, as our God, is the Summary 
bf all-Happinels ; it is Heaven itfelf, and the ve~ - 
Ny Heart and firit Glory of Heaven, Rev. ee 7 
“The 
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The Author’ of this Relation is God himfelf; 
Iwill be their God, and they foal be my People 
They thall be an accepted People, thro’ Chrift 
the New-covenant Head, accepted thro’ his 
Righteoulnels ; and they fhall be my People, 
an holy and {nétified People, thro’ the Spirit 
and Grace of Chrift the Head of the Redeemed 
from among Men. The Author of this Rela- 
tion is God himfelf; S wil be their God, and 
they foall be my People. I will be, {peaks 
Grace ; and they fhail be, imports the fame; 
And it being God’s J wil} be, and they ball be, 
it is infallibly fure, and lays the moft folid Foun- 
dation for Faith and Hope. The Ground of this 
Grant of Grace, and the Title to claim it, is 
God’s Covenant : But this pall be the Covenant 
that 1 will make with the Houfe of Ifrael, | 
will be their God. The Right thall be convey. 
ed to them in the Way of a Covenant, the Co: 
venant made: with Cérift the fecond Adam and 
Reprefentative of his Seed, a Coyenant tha 
ftands faft in his Suretifhip and Satisfaction ; and 
upon the Account of his Doing and Dying, 
will be their God : Upon the Account of wha 
Chrift has done, which is the greateft of Doings 
the moft Noble and Glorious that poffibly ca 
be done, I will dothis; I will do all I can do 
all that a God can do for them, I will be thei 
God. Man could do nothing for himfelf ; bu 
when we were without Strength, in due Tin 
Chrift died for the Ungodly. When Man coul 
do nothing, then God did do great Things, ti 
greatelt Things, Things that Angels and Me 
Thall eternally wonder at; for he made ov 
himfelf to Man in the Way of his Covers 
th 
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that ftands fait with Chrift; This. is the Coves 
naut d will make with the Houfe of Ifrael, T 
will be their God, and they fhail be my People. 
3d4y, We obferve, That your Privilege is 
great, in this, that God is your God thro’ Chrift 
Jefus, Deut. xxxiii. 29, 26; 27. Happy art 
thou, O Ifrael, O People faved by the Lord: 
For, There is none like rhe God of. Jefurun, 
who rideth upon the Heavens for thy Help, and 
in his Excellency on the Sky ; the eternal God 
i thy Refuge, and underneath are the everla- 
fing Arms. You are happy, for God is your 
God ; God the Father is your Father to love 
you; God the Son is your Saviour to favé you 
from your Sins; God the Holy Ghoft is your 
Teacher, your Comforter and Sandtifier. All 
God’s Perfe&tions and Attributes are yours ; his 
Mercy is yours to pardon you, his Wildom yours _ 
to direct you; and his Power is yours to protect 
you; his Omnifcence is yours to watch over 
you, his Holinefs is yours to fanctify you and 
make you holy, and his Goodnefsis yours to bee 
tow Grace and Glory and all good Things upon 
you ; his Omniprefence is yours to attend you, 
nd folace you in all Places and Conditions; his 
ternity is the Date of your Happinefs, and his 
aithfulnefs is your Security, and infures the Ac- 
omplifhment of all he has promifed in the Co- 
enant unto you ; his Juftice is yours to punifh 
our Enemies, and his All-fufficiency is yours to 
ake you compleatly happy. And his Perfeii- 
ns, aş made over to.you in Chrif, are a fuit- 
ble Remedy for all the Evils which Sin has 
rought-upon thee ; his Wifdom cures your Ig- 
orance, his Grace your Guilt, and his Power 
your - 
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your Weaknefs ; his Mercy is.a Remedy for yout 
Mifery, his Faithfulnefs for your Inconftancy, 
and his Holinefs for your Impurity ; and his Ful 
nefs fupplieth all your Wants. 

And, feeing God is your God, all his Promi. 
fes are yours, all his Gifts and Graces are yours, 
and all his Creatures are yours; his Creatures on 


Buhh, was fpoken unto you by God, faying, 
I amthe God of Abraham, and the God of Ihac, 
and the God of Jacob, God is not the God y 
the Dead, but of the Living: For the Dead 
in Chrift do live unto him, and with him ; an 
therefore their Bodies, which are rotting in th 
Grave, fhall rife.again ; for he is the God of th 
whole Man, and the Body is a Part of the Man 
And he will be your God for ever in Heaven 
Rev, xxi. 4. God bimfelf foall be with them 
and be their God, Happy art thou then, O J 
rael, a People faved by the Lord! 

athly, We obferve, That you are not onl 
warranted in a Way of Faith to apply this ge 

: r 
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Promife of thé Covenant to yourfelf, but Grace 
is promifed to enable you in a Way of Believing 
to fay, The Lord is my God. ‘Thus Jacob, in 
the Exercife of Faith, fays in the Text, The 
Lord foatl be my God: And this Language of ° 
Faith has been the Diale& of the Church in‘all ` 
Agés, Pfal. xci.'2. J will fay of the Lord, He 
is my Refuge ; my God, and in bim twill 
Trufle ‘The Lord faith in the Promife, J wi} 
be thy God ; and Faith, in applying the Promife ; 
faith, Lhe Lord foall be my God : I will fay of 
the Lora, He is my God. I willfay ina Way 
of Faith and Believing, what God has faid in a- 
Way of Promife ; for the Promife is given to bé 
trulted to, to be credited and believed : Every . 
one that reads the Promife, is warranted to:be- 
lieve the Promife with Application ; for the Proa 
mife is fpoKen to you by God, as much as it was 
fpoken to Fudah, Jer. xxxi. 33. I will-be their, 
God, and they foall.be my People. The Lord 


hith, Z will be thy God, for Chrift’s Sake; and ` . 


do you therefore fay, with aflured Confidence, - 
The Lord fhail be my God, for,Chrilt’s Sake. ` 
The Grace of the Holy Spirit is promifed to you, 
to enable you to fay it, Zech. xiii. 9. . {wik 
fay, It is my People; and they hail fay, The 
Lord is my God, I will fay, Je is my People, 
thto” Jefus Chrift, and his Righteoufnefs and Sa- 
tsfaction ; and tney fhall fay, The Lord is my 
God, thro’ Jefus Chrilt, and his Righteoufnels 
ind Satisfaction. God cannot be the God of a 
Sinner, fuch as you are, otherwife than’ thro” 
Chrift ; and he will be the God of every Sinner 
hat puts in his Claim to him thro’ Chrilt; and 
n bis Rigtit, Are you pleafed with the great 

KC Grant 
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Grant and Promife of the Covenant, God for 
your God? and have your Eyes been open’d, to 
fee Chrift in the Glory of his Perfon? and has 
. your Heart been made to acquiefce in the Tenor 
of the Covenant, the Holding of Grace, and 
thro’ the Righteoufnels of Jeh? Then thou 
haft faid it, Lhe Lord is my God. And you 
may know for your Comfort, That this God is 
sour God for ever, and will be your Guide even 
unto Death, 

God giveth himfelf to you, in the Promife, 
for your God. Chrift isa Prophet, ‘to reveal 
God to you’; he isa Prieft, to bring you to God ; 
and a King, to keep you with God: And theree 
fore truft to him, and depend upon him as the 
Mediator betwixt God and you. And God is 
willing to be your God; and this is the Seafon 
of Mercy, to obtain God for your God: And 
F can tell you, as certainly as God is in Heaven, 
if you do not take him for your,God, you fhall 
repent it to all Eternity. 

But, can you not fay, that in fome Meafure 
this is your Exercife, thro’? Grace, to make 
Choice of God for your God, Pad. xvi. 2. and 
to give yourlelves to the Lord, x Cor, viii, 
4.? And, are not you well pleafed with the 
Cotitrivance of Salvation, becaufe it is fo much 
calculated for debafing Self, and exalting free 
Grace? ” 

_ And, feeing God giveth himfelf to you thro’ 
Chrift, it is jut your great Bufinefs, in the 

Strength of Grace, to accept of God in Chrift 

for your chief End,.to aim at bis Glory in all 

you do, r Cor. x. 31. and.to accept of shim.as 

~ your chief Happinels, the Ret of your Souls 
i i ` and, 
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and the Delight of your Hearts, P/a/. cxvi. 7. 
to take his Will and Law. for your Rule, and 
to accept of him in Chrift for your Portion and 
up-making All, Law. iii. 24. And you are to 
devote yourfelves to him, to be accepted in the 
Beloved; prefent yourfelves in Soul and Body | 
a living Sacrifice, acceptable thro’ Chrift the 
Gofpel-altar, Ifa. ivi. 7. You are to live to 
him who died for you, and rofe again ; you are | 
to obey what he commands, in his Strength ; 
and you are to be ruled by his Laws, and dif- 
pofed of by his Providence: You are to give all - - 
you have to him, your Soul with all its Faculties 
and Powers, your Body with all its Members ; 
your Underitanding to know him, and to think . 
upon him; your Will to chufe him; your 
Heart to love him; your Eyes to read his Word, 
and behold his Works; and your Lips to pray 
` to him, to blefs and to praife him. For you 
are not your own, but bought with a Price ; » 
therefore glorify God in your Bodies and Spi- 
rits, which are God's. Account not -your Life 
dear to you, if he call you to witne for him, . 
even to refifting unto Blood ; but let it be your 
Concern in all Things to lift up the Burden of 
his Praife ; for you are a chofer Generation, a 
royal Priefthood, that you might foew forth 
the Praifes of him wha hath called you out 
of Darknefs into his marvellous Light, ‘ 


Secondly, We proceed to {peak a little of 
what ‘is imported in thefe Words of the Text, 


Wilt thou not from this Time cry unto me, My - 


Father, thou art the Guide of my Youth?. And, 


1ft, Thefe Words do import, that a Call a 


e 
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‘Invitation is direted from God to you who are 
the rifing Generation, to take. hold of his: Co- 
venant of Promife: And thus faith the Lord to 
you, and to every one of you in particular, Wilt 
thou not from this Time cry uuto me, My Fae 
ther? This is a Meffage to you from God ; and 
the Word of Exhortation {peaketh unto you as 
unto Children. 
ad/y, It importeth, that every one of you in 
particular mult perfonally take hold of the Co- 
venant. The Faith of your Parents will not 
fave you, nor give you an Intereft in the Cove- 
nant, unlefs you 'yourfelf believe on the Son of 
God. Wilt thou uot, in particular and by Name 
and Sirname, cry.aeto me, My Father? 
34ly, It importeth, that God publifheth an 
Indemnity and an A& of Grace, and is willing 
to pafs by all your former Refufals of Chrift, 
whether you are young or old; Wilt thou not, 
from this Time, cry unto me, My Father? 
‘Waatever you have done in former Times, be- 
hold now, even yet is the accepted Time, the 
Day of Salvation! Zo Day, if you will hear 
his Voice, harden uot your Hearts, as in the 
Provocation, iv the Day of Temptation in the 
_ Wildernefs. l 
4thly, It importeth, that it is moft acceptable 
to God, that you in particplar take hold of bis 
Covenant, and call him Father in Chrift’s Right, 
and in Chrift's Name, and by the Affiftat.ce of. 
the Spirit of Chrift. You may fpeak it, yeas 
cry it to God himfelf; and it will be Melody | 
founding fweetiy in the Court of Heaven, and 
before a Throne of Grace: Wile thou not from 
rhis Time cry unto me, My Farber? = 
f 5thly, 
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4 = sthly, It importeth, that the Lord himfelf 
Bm an(wereth all your ObjeClions againft calling him. 
B My Father, There can be no Reafon againit 
$ it, but your own Unbelief, that you will not 
W call him My Father; Wile thou not from rhis 
E Time cry unto me, My Father? Your firk 
É Father Adam died, the Head of the firit Cove- 
nant died, and left you and all his other Chil- 
Idren fatherlefs: But the Lord fpeaketh an en- 
im couraging Word to you in the new Covenant; 
2 Call is directed to you who are fatherlefs, from 
[him in whom the Fatherlefs do find Mercy ; 
Wile chou not from this Time cry unto me, My 
m Father? Here he declares that be is willing to 
fftand in the Relation of a Father in Chrift unto - 
you, and-direéts you to lay Claim to him itr the 
Relation of a Father: And tho’ you fhould ob. 
jet, that your ‘Trefpafles are. grown up unto . 
the Heavens, and your Sins are more than the 
Hairs of your Head; yet he faith, as appears 
fom the Context, ho’ thou kafi played the 
Barlot with many Lovers, yet return unto me, 
kith the Lord. Wilt thou not from this Time 
wy unto me, My Father? , 
6thly, It importeth, that the Grounds of 
Faith laid down in the Word are ftable and folid, 
fo that the chief of Sinners, who hear this ever- 
pling Gofpel, may venture their Soul’s Salva- 
fon upon them, with an affured Confidence of 
aith ; fo that they may not only fay it and 
vhifper it with a Toft Voice, but they may cry 
t with a full Breath in the Hearing of Angels 
nd Men, to the Glory of God in ‘their Salva- 
on, Tkon art my Father, my God, and the 
Rock of wey Salvation. Wil thou not re 

` ghis 
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this Time cry unto me, Thou art my Father? 
Faith, when it is planted in the Soul, aig drawn 
forth into Exercife, with a Sight of its Objet, 
it is exerted with the greateft Freedom, and} 
with the Complacency of the whole Soul; for, 
according to the Strength of Faith, the Cty 
and Acclamation is raifed, and doth ring andi 
echo through the whole Man, Zhou art m 
God, the Rock of wy Salvation, And Faith 

where it is, doth not only realize its Obje@, bu 

believeth with a particular Application to the 

Man himfelf, faying, My Father. Wilt thu 

not from: this Time cry unto me, My Father% 

` gthiy, Te doth import, that Youth doth need 

a Guide, Wilt thou not from this Time crf 
unto me, My Father, thou art the-Guide of mg 

Youth? Young Men need a Guide in thei 
Way, how to cleanfe their Way, P/a/. cxix. g 

By what Means foall a young Man cleanfe bi 

Way? By taking heed thereto, according i 

thy Word. The Way of your Heart is a pol 

Jured Way ; and you would acknowledge it ti 

“be fuch, if you knew the Plague of your owg 
Heart, 1 Kings viii. 38. Had you a fpiritug 

and humbling Difcovery of the Atheifm, Sel 

conceit, Selfrighteoufnefs, Enmity, Earthig 

mindednefs, Vanity and Blafphemy witht whig 

your Hearts are defiled; and that your Hea 

are deceitful above all Things, and defperatel 

wicked; you would be perfwaded that you ij 

finitely need it, that God, by his Word aq 
- Spirit, fhould cleanfe this Way. of your Heat 
You need to have the Way of your Worf 
cleanfed, to be guided of God to worfhip hi 
in Spirit and in Truth; to have the Way $ 
ANG 
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our Walk and Converfation cleanfed, that your 
Corruptions may be mortified, and you may bé. . 
ept from youthful Lufts which war againft the. 
oul, and that you may have your Converfation 
in Heaven, from which we look for the Sax 
nour, the Lord Fefus Chrift, who fhai change 
wur vile Body, that it may be fafbtoned ike 
his glorious Body. Youth is obnoxious to many 
emptations, efpecially in this finful and cor- 
upt Day wherein we live; and you need to. 
ave God for the Guide of your Youth, that 
ou be not led into Temptation, but delivered 
fom all Evil. And tho’ ‘you be young, yet 
ur dying Day ‘may be at the Door, and a 
ourney juft before you through the dark Moune 
ins, through the dark Valley and Shadow of 
eath. You therefore greatly'need to have:this 
od for your God for ever and ever, and to be 
our Guide even unto Death, and through. 
eath, till he-bring you to that Land where | 
he Inhabitant fhall not fay I am fick, and the 
cople thereof are forgiven their Iniquity. 
8tbiy, It importeth, that young Men may 
ave God for the Guide of their Youth, and 
lay Jay Claim to him in that Relation; Wile 
lou wot from thisTime cry to me, My Fa- 
her, thou art the Guide of my Youth ? No- 
bing doth difhonour him more, nothing doth 
fend him more, than that you do not in parti- 
lar, and for yourfelves, put in your Claint: 
bt his {landing in that Relation to you, of a. 
ather, and of the Guide of your Youth. ‘Can 
ou have a better Father than God? and can 
ou have a better Guide, than-a. Father, for the 
uide of your Youth? Your heavenly Father has 

“ine 
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infinite Wifdom, and he is a God of infinite 
. Power, and his Love to you is an infinite Love, | 
and, are you not ina fafe Cuftody by his inf. | 
nite Power, and under a fafe Conduct by infinite | 
Wifdom and Love ? 

Young Men, it is the Voice of God to you, 
Truft in the Lord with ali thine Heart, and 
lean not to thine own Underflanding ; in all 
thy Ways acknowledge him, and he will direkt 
thy Paths. The Pfalmilt faid it, and do you 
fay it likewife, thro’ Grace; O God, zhou ari 
my Truf from my Youth, Plal. lxxi. 4, 5. 

Depend on God in Chrift, for Teaching, 
Pal. ixxi. 14. Ihave been taught by thee from 
my Youth, and hitherto I have declared thy 
Works. O how refrefhing arid inftructing are 
the Leflons he has taught his People in their 
Youth! By one fuch Leffon you will know 
more of God, -than by Hearing, and Reading, 
all the Days of your Life: To hear and to read 
are Means of his Inftitution, but they are inef- 
. fectual without the Teaching of his Spirit. By 
his Teaching, you will be enabled to declare his 
Wonders ; his Wonders in the Works of Na- 
ture, in the Works of Creation ahd Providence; 
the Wonders of bis Grace, and of his Love; 
the Wonders of his Mercy and Goodnefs to 
your Souls: Come hear, all yè that fear Gos, 
hte will teli you what he hath done for my 
Sort. 

And his Teaching will be effectual ¢o bring 
-you to Chrift, and to preferve you in Chrift Je“ 
-fus ; for every one that hath heard, atid Jearn’d 
of the Father, cometh to the Son: And it-will 
fit you to bear his Yoke in your sae : 

: 0. € 
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$ Yoke of Obedience, and his Yoke, of Suffering 
É ashe fees meet to call you to it, Za. iii. 27. 
‘It is good for a Mau that he bear the Yoke iz bis 
Youth. 


$ Thirdly, We now procéed to offer a few Reo - 
Í marks concerning the encouraging Promife of 
$ Grace, to enable us to put in our Claim to God 
m as{tanding in the Relation of a Father in Chrift 
A unto us, who are fatherlefs, deftitute Sinners 
B of Adam’s Houle. And, 
i =: Weremark, That Adoption, _ 
Ø and the Privilege of Sonfhip, is Remarks, 
E one of the Bleffings of the new 
| Covenant. Inthe firlt Covenant, Adam was 
the Son of God by Creation ; but in the new 
Covenant we become the Sons of God by Re- 
generation, by Adoption, and by Faith in Chrift 
fefus. The eternal Son of God is become the 
Son of Man, by his Incarnation; and thro’ | 
Bhim, as the New-covenant Head, the Head of 
| the Redeemed from among Men, we have Com- 
raunion with the God and Father of our Lord 
p Jefus Chrift, as our God and Father, in his Ti- 
tle and Right. And may we not, in a Tran[port 
fof holy Wonder, cry out with the Apoflle, 
ii obni. 1. Behold what Manner of Love. 
the Father hath beftowed upon us, that we. 
frould be called the Sons of God! The Spirit of 
Adoption, crying, Abba Farber, is one of the 
Bleflings of this Covenant of Promife. And it 
is an Article. of this new Covenant, that the 
Prodigal Son fhall fee and be convinced of hisloft 
Eltate in the firft Covenant ; shat his firit Father 
Adam died, and left a Children a 
: that 
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that-weall finned and.died in him as:a publick: 
Perfon, and are therefore, confidered in our-. 
felves, both, deftiture and without Hope. in the 
= World, Pfal. xlv. 1c. O Daughter, hearken, 
and incline thine Ear; forget thy Fathers 
Houfe, and. thine own People. Thy Fathers 
Houk, the firt Adam’s Family, is. a broken 
‘Houle; there is, neither Food nor Clothing in 
it, nor any Sanétuary in it to protect perifhing 
finful Souls from the vindiGive Wrath of God: 
But in Chrift’s Father’s Houfe there are many 
Manfions, and a Table is- covered in it, to fati- 
ate every weary Soul, and to replenifh every 
forrowful Soul.. ae 
. . 2, We remark, That there is an Almighty 
Efficacy in the Grace of God, conveyed to the 
Souls of Men through the Promife of the new 
Covenant; Thou falt call me, My Father. 
Tho’ God reveals himfelf as a Father in Chrift; 
yet not one Soul would ever have cried to him, 
Thou art my Father, had not theLord pledg’d bis 
Faithfulnefs for it in the Promife ; I fai« Thou 
Salt call me, My Father. 1, who am JEHO- 
VAH, have faid it ; and what I have faid fhall 
be accomplithed : I faid it, who faid, Let there 
be Light, and there was Light, when nothing 
but Darknefs covered the Face of the Deep: I 
have faid it, and therefore the Unbelief and En- 
mity of thy Heart, and all the Snares of the 
World, and Temptations of Satan combin’d 
againft thy. Soul, fhall.not. be able to gainfay it: 
L have faid it in.a Way of Promife, and therefore 
thou fhalt fay it in a Way of Faith and Believing; 
Thou art my Father, thou art the Guide.of my. 
Youth: Thou fhalt lay; Zhou art my Father; i 
. a 
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fhalt fay ic with the greateft Freedom of Choice 
and Ele@ion, and with the trueft Kind of Li- ` 
berty ; and, with a Jubilee running through 

| thy whole Soul, thou fhalt cry unto me, Jhon 
| art my Father, my God, and the Rock of my 

Salvation. . 

3. We may remark, That it is by the Spirit 
of the Son, and in the Right of the Son of Gods 
the Firft-born from among many Brethren, that 

. wecan only fay unto God, Thou art my Fathers 
thou art the Guide of my Youth, Gal. iv. 6. 

4. We remark, That it is for che Glory of 
God, that we call him, My Father, in Chrift’s 
Name, and in his Right and Title. God did. 
never pur any Thing in a Promife but it was for 
his own Honour and Glory ; and he has promi- 
fed it, Thou fhalt call me, My Father. But ’ 
perhaps fome may fay, Is this Promife directed 
ito me ? and is it for the Glory -of God, that I 
in particular call him, My Father? Yes, it is, 
The Promife is abfolute, without any Conditi- 
on of Limitation; and. it is diréGted‘to all who 
hear this everlalting Gofpel, atid’therefore it is 
directed to’ you as.well as ro others. Your ha- 
ving a Bible put into your Hands, wherein this 
Word of Grace is recorded, is a full Warrant to 
you to believe it, and apply it to yourfelves. _ 
Itisa Word of Grace directed to loft Sinners, 
to thofe that are fatherlefs; and you can- 
not dehy that you are one of that Sort and 
Kind, It is, then, the Will of God, that you 
call him, My Father, in the Name of Chrift; 
lor it is his Will, that his Promife be believed, 
ind trufted unto. Nothing will pleafe ‘him fo 
well as that-you call a My Father, ih Chrift 

2. 
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elus; and that you flee into the Embraces of 
his Love, thro’ the Son of his Love, Mat. iii, 
17. This is my Beloved Son, in whom 1 am 
swell pleafed. Godis well pleafed witb Chrift, 
and with all thofe that are in Chrift; and thefe 
who are in Chrift are well pleafed with Chrift, 
and they are well pleafed with God as he is in 
Chrift: For God as he is in Chrift is a reconci- 
‘Jed God, and a merciful Father, forgiving Ini- 
quity, Tran{greffion and Sin; and he refs in 
bis Leve. 

5. We remark, That we may depend upon 
the Promile of God for Grace to enable us to 
call him, Ay Father. The Promife looketi 
to you that cannot call him, Afy Father ; Thon 
fale call me, My Father. And it is one of the 
true Sayings of God, of him whofe Name is 

- Faithful and True: Thus faith the Lord, Tox 
Shalt call me, My Father. It is not from any 
good Difpofition in you, but from Grace and 
= Love in me; and it is not from any Power and 
Ability in you, but from my Faithfulnef in the 
Promife, and from my Almighty Power to ac- 
complifh it, that zhou palt call me, My Father. 
And Heaven itfelf as it were is wrapt up in this 
Promife, Thou alt call me, My Father ; that 
is, Thou fhalt know me to be JEHOVAH, 
to be a God in Chrift, and fhalt call me Father ; 
‘thou fhalt know my Name asit is in Chrif, 
know my Mercy, my:Love and Grace, in 
Chrifi Fefus; and thou fhalt choofe me for thy 
God and Portion, and call me, My Father; 
thou fhalt truft in me for Grace and Glory, for 
the upner and nether Springs, and call me, My. 
Father; thou ‘fhalt fear the Lord thy God, bo- 

E j nour 
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nour and ferve me with Reverence and godly 
Fear, and call me, My Farber ; and thy Heart 
{hall be circumcifed to love the Lord thy God 
with all thine Heart; and thou fhalt be enabled 
to depend upon me for every Thing thou doft 
need, from the Shoes Latchet to the great Sal- 
vation, and to come to me daily with all thy 
Wants and Complaints, asa Child to his Father, 
able and ready to help him; for, Tkou fhalt 
call me, ity Father, and foalt not depart frone 
me; but thou fhalt liveand die about my Hand ; 
and, waiting thus on the Lord, zhou fhalt re- 
new thy Strength, and mount up with Wings 
as Eagles ; thou fhalt walk and not weary, 
and thou hait rua and not faint. 


We now proceed to make fome Application 
of this Dotrine; and, in the firlt Place, in a 
Way of Examination and Trial. And, 

1, Thefe who have taken Hold of God’s 
Covenant of Promife, have feen themfelves to - 
ibe in a finful and miferable State by the Breach 
of the firft Covenant: You have feen that the 
Variance betwixt God and you is very great, 
and that the Quarrel is running very high: 
You have been made to approve of, and rely 
upon, God's Method of Salvation ; accounting 
ita faithful Saying, and worthy of all Accep- 
tation, that Chrift came into the World to 
fave Sinners, of whom you are chief: You have 
renounced all other Confidences, and you de- 
pend upon the Mediation of the Lord Jefus in 
all your Approaches to God; and you have a 
daily Correfpondence with him, as appearing 
in the “Prefence of God for us, coming to him 

with 
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with all your Wants to be fupplied, with all 
your Plagues to be healed, and with all your 
Sins to be pardoned. l 

2. You will have a deliberate Complacency in 
the Covenant of Promife. As we fhow our 
felves the Children of the firt Adam, by the 
natural Bent to the Covenant of Works; fo 
the believing Soul has a Liking and Relith of 
the new Covenant propofed in the Gofpel, and 
faith of it, Jt is all my Salvation, and all my 
Defire, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 

3. How do you pleafe the Way of Holding in 
-this Covenant, an Holding of Grace,and Holding 
upon what Chrift has-done? Doth the Grant 
and Difpofition of the new Covenant pleafe 
you well, fo that you delight to hold all in 
the Redeemer’s Right, and to cry through 
him, Thou art my Father, the Rock of my 
Salvation? How ftand you aftected to the New- 
covenant Head? Do you glory in him only? 
> Sfa.i. 45, lat. And, do you rejoice in Chrift 
Jefus, having no Confidence in the Fiefh? 
Phil. iti, 3. And, do your Hearts fometimes 
burn with Love to an unfeen Saviour? and, is 
he to you the Plant of Renown, the Pearl 
of great Price, and more excellent than all the 
Mountains of Prey? And, do you look upon 
yourfelves as bankrupt Creatures? And, ate you 
well pleafed that he has all your Stock in bis 
Hand, and that in him are hid all the Treafures | 
of Wifdom and Knowledge? for they foal: 
hang upon him all the Glory of bis Father's 
Houfe, and all the Veffels of greater and finale 
ler Quantity. The ‘great End and Defign of 


the new Covenant, which is to glorify God, to 
-honov 


Rifing Generation 87 
honour: Chrift, and.to abafe Self, is relifhed- with 
Complacency by all the fpiritual Seed of 44ra. 
pam; they fee Grace in it, Mercy in jt, Wit 
dom and Love in it, and Heaven dawning in 
it; there is nothing in this Covenant they would 
have out of it, and there is nothing out of the 
Covenant they would have in it, and they: re- 
joice in it, as well ordered in all Things. and. 
fore. 

f 4. The Righteoulnels of Chrift, the New- 
covenant Head, willbethe only Ground of your 
Confidence, Phil iii; 7,8. you will defire to 
be found in him, having that Righreoufnels. 
which is by the Faith of Chrift ; and this you will 
rejoice and, glory. in, that his Name. is, The 
Lord our Righreoufuefs. 'The eternal Son of 
God, in the Covenant, confented to become 
Man, and tobe the federal Head and Repre- 
entative of an elet World, Ifa. xlii. 1. Pal, 
hxxix, 19. 'The-Breach between: God and Man 
was. greater than to be done away by one tras 
telling. between Parties at Variance, to recone 
tile them with bare Words: There could be 
no Covenant of Peace betwixt.God and Sin- 
ners, without Reparation of Damages done to 
the Honour of God thro’ Sin, and without 
honouring the Law by an exact Obedience ; 
nd the-Son of God faid, Zo! T come, Pfal. xl, 
Iput myfelf in their Room and Law-place, 
the fecond Adam, to do both thele, in the 
bedience of my Life, and in the Sufterings of 
y Death. And let us here adore the Condé- 
enfion of the Son of God in becoming Man, 
Man of Sorrows and acquainted with ah $ 
; Thus; 
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Thus, he condefcended to be brought into the 
- Rank and Order of Creatures, who is over ajj 
God bleffed for ever, Rom. ix. 5. He conde- 
f{cended to come into the Rank of inferior 
Creatures, to take the Nature of Man, and not 
the Nature of the Angels, Hed. ii. 16. And he 
affumed the human Nature after it was blafted 
by Sin, and wither’d with the Curfes, for he 
took on him rhe Likene/s of finful Flefo, Rom 
viii. 3. fo that, tho’ he was not a Sinner, yet 
he looked like one. And, by this Aflumption 
and his Incarnation, his Deity was vailed, and 
his Glory eclipfed, PA7z. ii. 6, 7. for he hum- 
bled himfelf, and made himfelf of no. Reputati- 
on, that he might glorify God upon the Earth, 
aa in his Righteoufnefs we might be ex- 
alted. 

And the eternal Son of God condeftended to 
be the federal Head and Reprefentative of an 
ele& World, to tranfaét in their Name, Jfa. 
xlii. r. P/a]. Ixxxix. 19. 1 Cor. xv. 47. The 
holy One of God reprefented wretched Sinners; 
the Beloved of the Father reprefented the fin- 
ful Company. And hence the Righteoulnels 
of Chrift is not imputed to his People repre- 
{ented by him, in its Eftedts ‘only, (which is 
no proper Imputation at all) fo as their Faith, 
Repentance and fincere Obedience are therefor 
accepted as their evangelical Righteoufhefs, ol 
which they are juftified ; but Chrift’s Righte 
oufnefs is imputed to them in itfelf, even a 
Adan?s Sin was imputed to his Pofteriry: Fo 
Chrift obeyed and fuffered as a publick Perfon 


inthe Room and Law-ftead of his People re 
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refented by him; even as Adan finned as a 
publick Perfon, and his Pofterity finned in him, 
and fell with him, Rom. v. 12,19. Rowe viii. 3. 
And hence the Covenant of Grace is abfolute, 
and not conditional to us; for, it being made 
with Chrift as Reprefentative, the Condition of 
it was laid upon him, and fulfilled by him in his 
everlafting Righteoufnels, 


. We now proceed to an Ufe of Exhortation. 
And we folemnly exhort you, whether young 
or old, and that ‘inthe Name of the eternal ` 
God, and in the Name of his Son Chrift Jefus 
our Lord, That you, and every one of you that 
thall read thefe Lines, do perfonally, and for 
yourfelves,* embrace and take hold of God’s Co- 
venant of Promife. Take hold of it as left to 
you: For there is a Promife left you of entring 
into God’s Reft ; beware left you come fhort 
of it, Heb. iv. 1. And the Promife is given to 
you and to your Children, to be believed and 
tufted to, and applied by you, fs ij. 39, 40. 
And this will be your Condemnation, if you 
reject the Counfel of God againft your own 
Souls. 
When the Soul gets a faving Difcovery of 
God as he is in Chrift, it is not one Bleffin 
that attends it, but a Multitude of Bleffings, 
even all the fure Mercies of David: Acquaint 
hfief now with God, and be at Peace with 
bim, and thereby Good fhall come unto thee. 
You cannot know God until you fee him in 
Chrift; and, fince God is in Chrift, you may 
ow, without Delay, acquaint yourlelf with 
od: And if ence you are acquainted with 
M ' God, . 
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God, and. know him and fee -him, as he isin § 
Chriit, you cannot but be at Peace with him; § 
for you will fee him, as he is in Chrift, recon- § 
ciling the World unto himfelf; you will fee him & 
to be Love, 1 fohn iv.1o. And, feeing him § 
to'be Love, you will love him, who firit lo- J 
ved you; and, loving him, you will be at Peace g 
with him, who is the God of Peace, who § 
brought again from the Dead the Lord Fefus, 
the great Shepherd of the Sheep, by the Blood 
of the everlafting Covenant. And the firit 
Sight you fee of God, as he is in Chrift, will 
draw your Heart unto him with Cords of Love; 
» and that Day will be the Day of the firt Vifit $ 
_ of the Day-{pring from on high to thy Soul, § 
the Day of thy Efpoufals unto Chrift, and of | 
thy Converfion unto God. And this will be 
the Day of God’s working in thy Heart the 
Work of Faith with Power, and of his betro- f 
thing thee unto himfelf for ever, in Faithfulnefy, $ 
and in Righteoufnefs, in Loving-kindnels, and§ 
in tender Mercies, 
If the Queftion be moved, What is it tof 
take hold ofthe Covenant of Promife? Wef 
anlwer, That the Way to take hold of the Co-f 
venant, or the Way to enter perfonally into the} 
Covenant of Grace, is to unite to Chrift theg 
New-covenant Head by Faith. And may aj 
Day of the Mediator’s Power accompany anyi 
- {mall Endeavours that are made, to {peak of 
the Myftery of Faith, in the believing Applica} 
; tion of the’Promife of God’s Covenant! It will 
‘be. Matter of the moft’ mournful Lamentaq 
tion; if the Ark of the Covenant ‘be opened} 


unto youin the Gofpel, and not one kan 
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Soul of Adam’s Family flee into it for Refuge. 
It is only under the Influence of the Holy 
Spirit, that you can perfonally come into the 
Covenant, Jfa. xliv. 4. & xlv. 24. And you 
come perfonally into the Covenant made with 
Chrift the fecond Adam, by the following 
Steps; (1..) Thro’ the Grace of the Divine Spi- 
rit, you are to be convinced of it, to fee and*be- 
lieve, that you are loft, ruined and undone in 
Adam, by his breaking the firit Covenant as a 
federal Head and a publick Perfon, Row. v. 12, 
19. Cor. xv. 22, And, (2.) That by Na- 
ture you are wholly corrupted, averfé to Good, ` 
and prone to Evil, Gez. vi. 5. (3.) That by 
Nature you are under the ‘Curfe ot the broken 
Law, and bound over to the revenging Wrath 
of God, Gal. iii. ro. (4.) That you are utter- 
ly unable to help yourlelves out of this Gulf of 
Sin and Mifery into which you are plunged, 
Ezek. xvi. 4, 5, 6. (5.) Believe-that there is 2 
Covenant of Grace, for the-Relief. of loft Sin- 
ners, eftablifhed between God eflentially confi- 
dered, and the Lord Jefus as the Head of the 
Redeemed from among Men, or, between the 
Fathetas réptefenting the Deity, and his eternal 
Son as the fecond Adane, wherein the Lord: Jefus 
undertook to fulfil all Righteoufnels as a publick 
Perfon, and the Father contracted to beftow all 
Bleffings upon that Account; and that this Coe 
venant of Grace is a free and an abfolute Coves 
jnant, and not conditional asto you; for, the 
| Covenant being made with Chrift as Reprefen- 
jtative, the Conditions of the Covenant were 
ihid upon him, and fulfilled by him, in and by 
ihis holy Birth, his righteous Life, and fatisfacto~ 
ty Death, Pya/. Ixxxix. throughout. (6.) Be 
-Ma lieve 
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lieve that the Covenant of Grace, fulfilled in 
` the Condition of it by Chrift the New-covenant 
Head, and certainly to be fulfilled in its Promife, 
is, in Chrift crucified, really offer’d to you in 
articular, in the Gofpel ; and that you are cal- 
- led to the Fellowfhip of it, inhim: For, Za 
gou is the Word of this Salvation fent; and, 
The Promife is to you, and rò your Children, 
and to all that are afar off, even as many as 
the Lord our God fall call, A&s ii. 39. and 
xiii. 26, (7.) Believe on the Name of Chrilt 
crucified, offered and exhibited to you in parti. 
cular, as the Lord our Righteoufnels, as the 
great High Prieft of our Profeffion, ordained for 
Men, and who hath made Reconciliation for the 
Sins of the People, and is the End af the Law 
for Righteoufnels. Zo bim give all the Pro- 
phets witnefs, that thro’ his Name, whofe. 
ever believeth in his Name, foali receive the Re 
miffion of Sins. (8.) Believe in him, and de- 
vote yourfelves unto him, and worfhip him as 
the King of Zion, and Governor among the 
Nations, Hearken unto him as your Prophet; 
aiid, in his Strength, refign yourfelves’in Soul 
and Body; and all you have, unto him; to be 
taught by his Word and Spirit, ruled by his Laws, 
and -difpofed of by his Providence; to be his! 
Difciple and Spoule, his Servant and Follower, / 
Ifa. iv. 4, 5. and, thro’ ‘his Grace, renounce! 
all other Lords and Lovers, Hof: xiv. 4, 5, 8. 
and pafs yourfelves into the Redeemer’s Right, 
. to be relcued from Sin and Sataz, from the pre- 
fent evil World, and from Death, Hell and the 
Grave. You may truf in him as King in Zos 
for Sanctification; for he is an Heart-cotiquering 


and a Sin-fubduing Lord: He will fubdue our 
ee a"  Aniqur 
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, Iniqnities, and will caf all our Sins in the 
Depths of the Sea,’ Mic. vii. 19. (9.) Thro’ 
Chrift, believe in God, as thy God and Father, 
in his Title and Right, P/a/. Ixxxix. 26. He 
fall cry unto me, Thou art my Father, my: 
God, aud the Rock of my Salvation. And be- 
lieve in and depend upon the Holy Ghoft, asthy 
Sanctifier, Comforter, Teacher and Remembran- 
cer, I Cor. vi. 19. Jobn xiv. 26. and xv. 26, 27, 
To Day, if you will hear bis Voice, barden 
nor your Hearts. The Word of Exhortation 
fpeaketh unto you, as unto Children ; My Son, 
give me thy. Heart. Come with me from Leba- 
non, my Spoufe, with me from Lebanon 
Alfo -the Sou of the Stranger, that taketh hold 
of my Covenant, andjoineth himfelf to the Lord,- 
to love the Name of the Lord ; him will I bring 
tomy koly Mountain, and your Burnt-offerings 
i oe [pali be accepted upon mine Attar, 
If. lvi. 6. weg 
fl, Confider, that it has been the 
PraGiice of all the Saints, in all Ages, Motives, 
3 come. perfonally into the Bond of 
the Covenant. Thomas faith, Thou art my 
Lord, and my God ; and the Church doth put 
in her Claim to the Covenant-relation, The 
lord is my Portion, faith my Soul, therefore: 
wll T hope in him, Lam. iti. 24. See alfo P/al, 
vi, 2. and lxxiii. 25, 27. 24/y, Confider, it is 
Bufinefs no other Perfon can do for you, if by 
race you do not perfonally come into the Bond 
{ the Covenant for yourfelf, The Parent can- 
ot do it for the Child, nor the Husband for the 
Vife, Yer. ix. 25. Mat. viii. 11, 12, Amos ix. 
. 34ly, The Call to come into the Bond of 
e Covenant is perfonal, dire€ted to every a 
OM whoa 
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who hears the Gofpel; Unto you, I call, 0 
Men, Prov. viii. 4. And the Anfwer of Faith 
to the Call muft therefore be ‘perfonal ; When | 
thou faidh, Seek ye my Face, my Heart faid, | 
Thy Face, Lord, will I feck. Surely Ball one $ 
fay, Inthe Lord bave I Righteoufuefs and | 
Strength, Pfal. xxvii, 8. Ila. xlv. 23. & xliv. | 
"4. 4thiy, Confider, this is the Seafon of coming } 
perfonally into the Bond of the Covenant ; it is 4 
the Seafon of Youth with fome of you, and it 
is good: to bear his Yoke in your Youth, The} 
Lord appeared to Solomon, at Gibeon, in his} 
Youth; and Obadiah feared the Lord from his | 
Youth. It is the Voice of the Son of God tof 
you, I love them that love me, and thofe that} 
feek me early foail find me, Prov. viii, 17. 
It isa Time of Backiliding and Defedtion with § 
us all, for we have forfaken the Lord God of ourf 
Fathers ;.and therefore it isa Seafon wherein wef 
ought to fay, Twill go and return to my fir 
Husband ; for it was better with me then, thang 
it is now: Andit is encouraging for us to reg 
turn, that the Lord, the God of Ifrael, bateikg 
puting away. And it isa Time of threamedg 
` Judgments, and therefore a proper Seafon fon 
taking hold of God’s Covenant ; for when thg 
Decree bringeth forth, and the Day of thg 
Lord’s Controverfy approacheth, there will bq 
no Safety but in the Ark of the Covenant. § 
As for Directions, I fhallonly fay, (1.) Thaf 
you are.to take hold of the Covenant of Prof 
mife, in an humble and confident Dependeng 
upon the Grace and Strength of our Lord Jelig 

' Chrift, without whom youcan do nothing; dg 
pending upon a promifing God, and be thi 
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Holy Spirit of Promife, Ifa. xliv. 5. & xlv. 24. 
Foek. XXXVi. 25, 26. John, XV. 4, 5. & Joba 
i 16. (2.) Youare to take hold of it cordially ; 
For with the Heart Man belieyeth unto Righe 
seoufnefs ; and, Pfad. xvi. 2. ‘The Pfalmift faith,’ 
0 my Soul, thou haf faid unto Fehovah, Thou 


art my Lord, (3.) Youaretotake hold ofthe 


Covenant with Judgment and folid Confidera- 
tion, and not by a mere Flafh, of Affection, 
Hof ii. 19. I will betrothe thee unto me in 
Gudgment. And, (4.) You are to take hold of 
the Covenant fpeedily, and without Delay : For 
the Mafter is come, and calleth for you; and 
blefled are.you who are called to the Marriage- 
fopper of the Lamb. It is the Voice of God 
to you this very Day; J will fay, It is my 
People ; and they foall fay, Lhe Lord is my 
God; Zech. xiii, 9, And tho’ you find not that 
Enlargement which you would wifh to attain 
unto ; yet, if your Doubting and Averfenef be 
your Burden, as they are your Sin; do you 
flay and endéavour to fay it in the Strength 
of Grace, tho’ it fhould be with ftammering 
lips, The Lord is my God: For this was Ja- 
wh’s Language at Bethel, in the Day of his 
Youth, and in the Day of his Diftrefs, when 
he fled from the Face of Efau his Brother, The 
Lord foall be my God. - i 
~ I fhal) conclude with recommending it to you, 
to meditate frequently upon the betrothing Love 
if Chrift, and upon the Deceafe which he ace 
wmplifhed at Zerz/alene. a 
iff, Meditate frequently upon the betrothing 
love of Chrif. God, in the new Covenant, , 
las revealed himfelf as a betrothing God, ae 
f on, 


ea 
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Son of God has betrothed and married our Naz 
ture to himfelf in a perfonal and. hypoftatical 
Union, and we may therefore with Confidetice 
venture upon his Grace and Good-will toward 
Men: And the Lord Fefus Chrift has promifed | 
to betrothe Sinners of Adam’s Houle to himfelf 
in a Way of free and fovereign Grace, Hof ii, 
19, 20. Twil betrothe thee unto me for ever ;| 
yea, Twill berrothe thee unto me in Righteouf| 
nels, and in Judgment, and in Loving-kind.| 
nefs, and in Mercies, I will even betrothe thee} 
unto me in Faithfulnefs, and thou fhailt know} 
the Lord. ‘The Lord Jefus Chrift has taken his 
betrothing Love, and wrap’d it up in a Cove- 
nant of Promife; and he has indorfed or di-f 
reGed the Promife to Sinners, that the finful} 
Sons of Men may truft it, and that none may 
fear that they are excluded from a Warrant to 
trut to and venture upon the Grace and Love 
of Chrift. 
The Perfons betrothed are Sinners of Asang 
Houle; the glorious infinite Perfon betrothingy 
is the great God our Saviour: And it is a mot 
comfortable and bleffed Betrothing betwixt Sing 
ners and a Saviour; betwixt dead Sinners, and 
him who is the RefurreCtion and the Life; bed 
_ twixt blind benighted Souls, and him who is thg 
~ Light of the World, the Light of the upper Pad 
radife, atid the Day-fpring from on high; bef 
twixt difeafed, polluted Sinners, and him who if 
` the Lord that bealeth us, even Jefus, who loved 
us, and wafhed us from our Sins in his owd 
Blood; and betwixt guilty bankrupt Sinners 
and him who is JEHOVAH our Righteoul 


nefs, in whom God is to be found as reconciling 
t 


& 
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the World unto himfelf, not imputing their 
Trefpailes unto them. Hearken therefore, and ` 
confider it, ye Children of Men, forget your 
Father’s Houle, the Houfe of the firit Agam z 
and forgo all hold of the firit Covenant (for, 
that Covenant being broken, the whole Family 
is undone and ruined) and come and be efpoufed 
to the Lord Jefus, the New-covenant Head, the 
betrothing Head of the Redeemed from , among 
Men; So frail the King greatly defire your 
Beauty, Phal, xlv. ro. 

Conlider, that the betrothing Head of the 
Redeem’d is fair and altogether lovely, Pfal. xiv. 
1, Song v. 10,16, his Riches are unfearchable 
Riches of Grace and of Glory, £pd. iii. 8. 
Confider his dying Love, that he was flain,’ that 
he might redeem you to God by his Blood, and 
that he might redeem you from this prefent evil 
World, and redeem you from all- Iniquity, Rev. 
v.9 Gali 3,4, Tit. ii. r4 He is the Judge 
of the Quick: and the Dead, the Prince of the 
Kings of the Earth, and the Firlt-begotten of 
the Dead, who is willing to betrothe dying Clay 
to himfelf, that he may give you a glorious Im- 
mortality with himfelf, that, when Chrift who 
is your Life {hall appear, ye may alfo appear 
with him in Glory. i 

Lift up your Heads then, O ye everlafting 
Doors of the Souls of Men, by an hearty Amen. 
of Faith to the Promife of Chrift, I will be- 
trothe thee unto me for ever ; and thus the King of 
Glory doth and fhall come in, and fup with’ 
you, and ye with him, P/a/. xxiv. 6. Rev, iii. 20. 

2dly, Meditate frequently upon the Deceafe. 
which the Lord of Glory accomplifhed..at Fe- 

l N . rufalent, 


o3- Chriff’s Call to the 
yufalem, Luke ix. 30, 31. And ‘behold, there | 
. talked with bim two Men, which were Mofes | 
aud Elias, who appeared in Glory, and fpake § 
of bis Deceafe which he foould accompli at § 
erufalem. . i 
It is neceffary in your meditating upon the $ 
Deceale the Lord of Glery accomplifhed at Ze- § 
yufalem, that you be under the Influence of the J 
Spirit of Glory. Mofes and Elias appeared in § 
Glory, and talked of his Deceafe; they had a | 
Noon-tide of the Light of Glory, of the Spirit § 
of Glory upon them: And, unlefs a Twilight § 
Glimpfe of that Glory beam in upon your § 
Hearts, you will neither think nor talk to Pur- $ 
pole of the Deceafe he accomplithed at Feru- § 
falem. i 
It is the higheft and moft fublime Subject of § 
the Regions of Glory, to think and talk of the 
Deceale he accomplifhed at Ferufalem: There f 
will be Ule of Speech in Heaven, and there j 
will be a Voice of Tongues about the Throne ; | 
and their Talk will be of the Deceafe which he § 
accomplifhed at Ferufalem. f 
His Deceafe was his Death, his Exit or De- f 
parture. The Departure of Ifrael out of Egypt | 
to Canaan’ is called their Exit or Exodus, the f 
fame Word ufed here: And his Deceafe was, | 
like their Departure, accompanied by a bloody § 
Attack upon him by all the Hofts of Hell; and] 
he went through a Red-fea of Suffering, and off 
vindictive Wrath, making Peace by the Blood] 
of his Crofs, “His Deceafe was the Subject of 
Difcourfe upon Mount Tabor; a Subject that 
was moft .delightful to our Lord himfelf, andi 
molt refrefhing to Mofes and Elias; ‘Tho’ me 
SE  * - had} 
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had come down locally from the Place of Heaven, 
yet their Blifs and Beatitude was the very fame ; 
for they had the Prefence of Chrilt; arid, ap- 
pearing in Glory, they talked of his Deceafe, 
which was the great Theme of the Inhabitants 
of the upper Houle, and it was the Fountain 
and Spring of all their Glory and Felicity. The 
higheft Stile of Language in Heaven is the De- 
ceafe our Lord accomplifhed at Ferufalem! We 
have no nice elaborate Difcourfe that Mofes and 
| Elias made upen the Mount: No; it was in a~ 
few Words, mafly, lofty and fublime, The De- 
cafe he foould accomplifh at Jerufalem! It was 
the Burden of the Song of the Redeem’d; they 
brought this higheft Note down with them to 
the Earth: For, when Angels and Saints. about 
the Throne have enlarged their Thoughts and 
Contemplations, and. bended their Faculties’ to 
the uttermoft, and foared as high as their weak 
Heads can allow them, they are jut obliged to 
ifue their Song where they began; O wyfie- 
rious, inefable and divine is that Myftery of 
Godlinefs, God manifefted in the Flefh, accom 
piling bis Deceafe at Jerufalem! The Glory 
of Heaven ` juft centres in the Death-he accom- 
plifhed at Ferufalen: ; we do not hear of ano- 
ther Word from Mofes and Elias, when they’ 
appeared in Glory upon Mount Tabor, but that 
they talked of the Deceafe which he accom- 
plied at Jerufalem! 

You are to meditate upon the Glory of the 
Perfon of Chrift, who accomplifhed his Deceafe 
at Ferufalem. He is Lord of all, the Lord of 
Glory: If the Princes of this World - bad 
known it, they would not have crucified the 

N 2 Lora 
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Lord of Glory, He is the Prince of the Kings 
of the Earth, the Prince of Life; But ye killed 
the Prince of Life, whom God hath raifed 
from the Dead, Acts iii. 15. He is the King of | 
Glory, the God of Glory, who appeared to 
Abraham when ke was in Mefopotamia, before 
be dwelt in Charran. He is JEHO VAH, 
the God of Abraham, of Ifaac, and of Facob, 
who fpake to Mofes, Exod. iii. from the burning 
Bukh at Horeb. And his Name is Wonderful, 
Counfellor, the Mighty Goa, the Lverlafting 
Father. fa. ix. 6. and yet his Name is called 
JESUS, becaufe he faveth bis People from 
their Sins. 

You are to meditate upon the Grounds and 
Reafons of the Deceafe he accomplifhed at Fe- 
rufalem. Tt was for the Glory of God in Man’s 
Salvation, Joku xvii. 3, 4. It was for the Glory 
of the Holinefs, Majelty and Jultice of God; 
of the Grace, Mercy and ‘Love of God: It was 
to fnil the Tranfgreffion, to make an End of 
Siz, to bring in an everlafting Righteoufuefi, 
and to make Reconciliation for Iniquity; and 
ic was becaufe of his Love to Men, and for the 
Salvation of the Souls of Men, Rewi, 5. Eph 
Ve I. 

You are to meditate upon the Nature and 
Quality of his-Death and Deceafe which he ac- 
complifhed at Ferafalem. He accomplifhed his 
Deceafe in a publick Capacity ; he took our Na 
ture into an intimate and perfonal Union with 

- himlelf, 1 Tim. iii. 16. Johni. 14. he fubftitute 
himfelf in our Room and Law-place, and hd 
fuffered as a publick Perfon, bearing our a 

in his own Body on the Tree, and giving bi 
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Life. a Ranfom for many, His Death and - 
Deceale was early fpoken of and promifed, 
Geniji. 15. it was teltified of by all the Pro- 
phets, and it was expected and looked for by all 
the Old-Teftament Saints, and feen by them afar 
of. In his Deceafe he did bear our Griefs, our 
Sins, our Shame, and our Sorrows., It wad an 
ignominious and a curfed Death, and yet a tri- 
umphant and a victorious Death ; for he /poiled 
Principalities and Powers, and made a Shew 
of thems openiy ow rhe Crofi, triumphing over 
them in it. His Death it was a neceflary 
Death ; Ought not Chrift to have fuffered thefe 
Things, and to enter into bisGlory? And it 
was an acceptable and a favoury Death; Walk 
in Love, as Chrif alfo loved us, and gave Hime 
if for us, an Offering and a Sacrifice to God 
or a fweer-fmelling Savour, Eph. v. 2. _ 

You are to meditate upon the pleafant Fruits 
and Effects cf the Deceafe which he accomplifhed 
a Ferufalem. He has reconciled us to God by 
his Death, and we have Boldnefs to enter into 
the Holieft of all by the Blood of felus. The 
lamb flain has opened the feven Seals; he has 
opened the Gates of Paradile, the Fountain of 
life, and the Treafures of Grace; he has ope~ 
ned up and revealed the Counfels and Purpofes 
of God’s Love, that were hid in a Myftery ; 
and he has opened the Underltandings of Men 
to fee the Wonders of his Grace, Mercy and 
love in the Covenant of Promile. He. was 
hin, and hath redeemed us to God by- his 
blood; he hath glorified God upon the Earth, 
nd finifhed the Work he gave him to-do; He ` 
hid, Jt is finibed, and bowed kis Head, and | 

; . gave « 
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. > Crofs! 


hoz «=» Chrrift’s Call to the 
gave up the Ghoft. It was the Purpole of the 
‘Wifdom and Love of God, to gather his) 
sreateft Revenue of Glory ftom the Salvation of 
Sans of Adams Family, that deferved to rbe 
in Hell; and what a wonderful Thought and 
Meditation is it, that the Crofs and Death of 
the Lord of Glory’ fhould be the great Mean o 
, the Glory of God in Man’s Salvation! The 
molt wonderful Sight in Heaven is rhe Lamb in 
the Midft of the Throne, as it were fain; and 
the greatet Homage and Worthip God ever re- 
ceived was in Go/gorha, when Chrift, tho’ a Son, 
` learned Obedience, and humbled himfelf, andbe 
came obedient to Death, even the Death of th 
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And you ate to meditate upon that holy Joy 
that Willingnefs and Cheerfulnefs, with whic 
he accomplithed his Deceafe at Jerufalem. Thi 


habitable Parts of the Earth, and his Delights wer 
with the Sons of Men; he faid, Zo, I com 
4 Body hafi thou prepared me, that is, an h 
man Nature, to obey in, to fuffer, and to diei 
for the Remiffion of. the Sins of many. 

{pake frequently of his Deceafe all along; 
preached it to Nicodemus, John iii. 14. he we 
to Ferufalem, with holy Refolution, at the la 
Paflover ; be went all the Way ‘journeying 
Jerufalem ; he was the firft in the Compan 
he went to Yerufalent, to accomplifh his D 
‘ceafe, as to a TYiumph, accompanied byt 
Hofannas of the Multitude: He lorig’d fort 
daft Paffover; With Defire bave I defired toe 
‘this Paffover with you, before I fuffer: A 
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he long’d for his bloody Baptifm; {have a Bap- 


is Work of Suffering ; be did fing an Hymn, | 
ad went out to the Mount of Olives. But, 
shat fhall we fay ? for Time would fail, and F- 
ernity itfelf will be too fhort, to {peak of his 
lory, and of the Wonders of his dying Love, 
yho accomplifhed his Deceafe at Fernfalem : 
o, thefe are Part of bis Ways; and bow {mall 
Part of him is known or heard! What can 
e think ? or, what can we fay ? but that our 
houghts are fwallowed: up, and that Expreffi- 
n doth fail us, while we contemplate and be- 
old the infinite Evil of Sin, the inexorable Ju- 
ice of God, and his infinite Holinefs in the 
eath and Sufferings of the Lord of Glory, 
ho was crucified in Calvary ; and that we 
uft for ever adore the Love of Chrift, which 
affeth Knowledge ; and may we add, that we 
ope, thro’: the Grace of our Lord Jefus, to 
end an intire Eternity, in beholding rhe Lamb, 
‘it were lain, in the Midh of the Throne; 
nd that we fhall, in a Tranfport of Love, 
Vonder, and Praife, delightfully meditate upon, 
id with Mofes and Elias, the Prophets and A- 
oftles of the Lamb, and the Martyrs of Jefus, 
lk together of rhe Deceafe he accomplifoed at 


tufalem! And thus foal we be ever with rhe 
itd, > 
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